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Infiltrator wounded while 
attempting to cross into Jordan 
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Israeli air strike on suspected 
Hizbollah stronghold 

TYRE (AFP) — An Israeli helicopter raided a sus- 
pected stronghold of the Shiite Muslim Hizbollah 
guerrilla group north of the Israeli-occupied zone of 
southern Lebanon Sunday, police said. It dropped an 
air-to-ground missile close to the village of Yater near 
the western sector of the zone at about S: 1 5 p.m. 
(1715 GMT), they said. There were no immediate 
reports of casualties. The Israeli air force has made 
frequent strikes against southern Lebanon since a Feb. 
28 roadside bombing claimed by Hizbollah killed 
Israel’s top general in south Lebanon, Erez Gerstein. 
Hizbollah spearheads the fight to force Israel to with- 
draw completely from Lebanon. 
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Israeli warplane 
abandoned oversea 

TEL AVIV (AP) - An 
Israeli warplane, apparently 
experiencing engine failure, 
was abandoned by its crew 
over the Mediterranean sea 
Sunday during a flight exer- 
cise. the army spokesman 
said. The F-16 flight team 
was rescued safely. One pilot 
was injured lightly, the array 
said. Air force officials are 
investigating the incident, 
which they suspect may be 
the result of engine failure. 
The Israeli air force 
announced earlier this month 
that they were inspecting its 
American-built F-16 fighter 
planes after engine malfunc- 
tions in the aircraft of other 
jets reportedly caused sever- 
al crashes. 

U.S. may sell 50 F-16 
fighters, equipment 
to Israel — Pentagon 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States may sell 
50 F-16 jet fighters, radar, 
navigation and targeting 
equipment to Israel, the Pen- 
tagon said in a written state- 
ment here. The U.S. Depart- 
ment of Defence announced 
"the possible sale" of the 
equipment to Israel on Fri- 
day. estimating the cost at 
two billion dollars. This 
proposed sale will contribute 
to the foreign policy and 
national security of the Unit- 
ed States by helping to 
improve the security of a 
friendly country which has 
been and continues to be an 
important force for political 
stability' and economic 
progress in the Middle East,” 
the statement read. “The pro- 
posed sale of this equipment 
and support will not affect 
the basic military balance in 
the region,” the statement 
read adding, that there will 
be “no adverse impact on 
U.S. defence readiness as a 
result of this proposed sale.” 

Sheep in Egypt 
avoids feast day 
cooking pot 

CAIRO (R) — A sheep to be 
slaughtered as part of Muslim 
feast day celebrations in 
southern Egypt opted to com- 
mit suicide instead, a news- 
paper said on Saturday. The 
animal jumped off the roof of 
a six-storey apartmenr block 
in the town of Nag Hamraadi 
and died instantly, A1 
Jumhouriyah said, forcing 
the owner to make alternative 
plans for lunch. According to 
Islamic law, meat cannot be 
eaten unless it is killed by the 
ritual method ’Eid A! Adha, 
or the "feast of the sacrifice," 
marks the end of the annual 
Haj, or pilgrimage to Mecca. 
It is traditional for families 
who can afford it to buy a 
sheep, slaughter it soon after 
morning prayers on the feast 
day and share the meal with 
friends, family and the poor. 

Iran opposition 
group protests 
Khatami’s Paris visit 

PARIS <Rl — An Iranian 
opposition group said on Sun- 
day it planned a week of 
demonstrations in Paris to 
protest against Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami s 
visit to France in mid- April. 
The National Council of 
Resistance of Iran said the 
protests, to be staged by Irani- 
ans living in Paris, would 
begin on Monday and include 
the families of Irani an political 
prisoners and of individuals 
lolled by the Iranian authori- 
ties. A larger demonstration is 
planned for April 1- {he 
group said. Bench and Iranian 
diplomats say a specific date 
for Khatami’s \isit has not yet 
been set. France has wel- 
comed Iran’s policy ot 
increased openness smce 
Khatami’s election in 
despite internal differences tn 
the Islamic republic. 


NATO broadens attacks 

Allies to target Serb tanks, troops 
in bid to protect Kosovo Albanians 


Agencies 

THE AMERICAN and allied 
air armada broadened its 
attacks on Yugoslavia on 
Sunday to target Serb mili- 
tary forces in Kosovo. The 
expanded bombing raised the 
risk to NATO pilots but also 
held the promise of more 
effective strikes at the heart 
of Yugoslavia’s ground 
offensive. 

The Pentagon and NATO 
were officially mum on what 
brought down an air force Ft 
1 17A Stealth fighter-bomber 
near the Yugoslav capital on 
Saturday. A senior defence 
official however, said there 
are strong indications it was 
hit by an SA-3 surface-to-air 
misale. 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
no mechanical problem was 
reported but an explosion 
was heard. NATO officials, 
without referring to the F- 
U7A, said SA-3 missiles 
were fired Saturday (see ear- 
lier story on page 4). 

At NATO headquarters in 
Brussels, Belgium. British 
Air commodore David Wilby 
told reporters. “We are now 
just beginning to transition” 
from focusing air attacks 
mainly in Yugoslavia’s air 
defence network to targeting 
the Seth tanks and troops that 
are continuing to pound the 
Kosovo Albanians. 

President Bill Clinton, who 
planned to discuss the Koso- 


vo situation later Sunday, 
was greeted by a few protest- 
ers as he attended church. 

The NATO air strikes were 
launched last week after 
Serbs refused to enter into a 
peace agreement with the 
majority ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo. 

The agreement, already 
signed by the ethnic Albani- 
ans, calls for NATO troops to 
be based in Kosovo to keep 
the peace. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milose- 
vic met government and 
army leaders and declared 
the country fit to continue its 
resistance. 

Tanjug news agency said 
the people and armed forces 
were linked by "strong unity, 
a high patriotic conscience 
and determination to endure 
in the just struggle against die 
criminal aggressors.” 

Sunday marked the 10th 
anniversary of Serbian con- 
stitutional changes, promoted 
by Milosevic, that sowed the 
seeds for the present crisis by 
stripping majority ethnic 
Albanians of autonomy in 
Kosovo province. 

Yugoslav security forces 
clamped down violently last 
year on separatist moves and 
NATO says they have 
stepped up Woody reprisals 
against the Albanians since 
air strikes started on Wednes- 
day night. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Gunmen attack 
U.S. embassy in 
Moscow 

Serbs bitter over 
NATO raids 

Kosovo 
refugees flee 
Serbs; Albania 
seeks aid 

Pilot of downed 
F-117 Stealth 
fighter rescued 

‘Serbs in 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Ser- 
bian army and police forces 
are engaged in a full-scale 
ethnic cleansing operation 
against Kosovo’s ethnic 
Albanians, NATO said 
Sunday. 

Spokesman Jamie Shea 
said the humanitarian situa- 
tion in the province was 
“the likes of which we have 
not seen in Europe since 
the closing stages of World 



FLEEING SERB ATROCITIES: Ethnic Albanian children cross into Albania on a tractor-drawn wagon on Sunday 
after Serbian forces reportedly threatened to kill them if they did not leave their homes. Thousands have poured 
into Albania after widespread accounts of Serbian forces launching a campaign of terror in revenge for NATO air 
strikes against Yugoslavia (Reuters photo) 

full-scale ethnic cleansing operations’ 


Warn.” 

More than half a million 
Kosovar Albanians have 
been forced to flee their 
homes, be told a press con- 
ference here. 

The spokesman later clar- 
ified that tins total figure 
was for the period since 
violence in Kosovo erupted 
over a year ago. 

That is more than 25 per 
cent of the entire popula- 


tion of Kosovo, and the 
number was “increasing at 
a rapid pace” Shea said. 

In the last few days, he 
told the news conference, 

50.000 ethnic Albanians 
“have been uprooted and 
are trying to seek shelter 
wherever they can.” 

Reports still to be con- 
firmed indicated that 

20.000 were fleeing fight- 
ing in the north and south 


of the province and trying 
to get into Albania. 

Ime Albanian govern- 
ment had told the Western 
military alliance within the 
past few hours that it had 
accepted between 8,000 
and 10,000 refugees, he 
added. 

“It seems that (Yugoslav 
President Slobodan) Milo- 
sevic is crying to create a 
new situation on the 


ground, in his view irre- 
versible, and at the same 
time ... trying to destabilise 
the entire area.” 

He said there were 

reports of ethnic cleansing 
in a number of areas, with 
Yugoslav forces apparently 
trying to “empty” parts of 
the north and also near the 
southern border with 

Macedonia. 


Muslim pilgrims stone the devil 


MINA (ATT 3 ) — Hurling 
fistful of pebbles, hundreds 
of thousands of Muslim pil- 
grims from around the 
world carried out the sym- 
bolic “Stoning of Satan” rit- 
ual Sunday during the feast 
of sacrifice. 

Crying “God is Greatest” 
the pilgrims stoned three 
pillars representing the 
devil in Mina, near the 
birthplace of the Prophet 
Mohammad in Mecca, 
western Saudi Arabia. 

The ritual, part of the 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca 
known as the Haj, takes 
place at the site where the 
Prophet Abraham, his wife 
Hagar and their son Ishmael 
are said to have thrown 
seven stones each at the 
devil when he appeared 
before them. 

Like Muslims around foe 
world on Sunday, foe pil- 
grims also slaughtered 
sheep, goats, camels and 
cattle as part of foe feast of 
AI Adha (sacrifice) to mark 
Abraham’s willingness to 


sacrifice his son for God. 

Last year at least 118 pil- 
grims died and more than 
180 were injured in a stam- 
pede during the stoning on 
foe final day of the Haj, but 
Mecca Governor Prince 
Majed Ben Abdul Aziz said 
Sunday that this year’s pil- 
grimage had been free of 
any major incident. 

“Nothing has happened to 
disturb foe pilgrimage this 
year,” he said, quoted by 
foe official SPA news 
agency. 

But Saudi authorities said 
Sunday that some 86.000 
pilgrims had received med- 
ical care in foe last two 
days. They did not specify 
if anyone had died. 

On Friday alone, when 
foe pilgrims gathered under 
a scorching sun on foe 
Arafat plain near Mecca, 
68,000 people were treated 
at health centres and hospi- 
tals, the health ministry 
said. 

Of these, 123 are still in 
hospital, according to foe 


ministry. Most are suffering 
from respiratory and heart 
problems. 

Fifty-five people suc- 
cumbed to heat stroke, one 
seriously, because of 
scorching temperatures on 
Friday, which reached 35 
degrees Celsius. 

Newspapers said foe 
number of ill people was 
down this year compared to 
previous years because of 
lower-foan-average temper- 
atures, numerous sprinklers 
installed for pilgrims across 
the plain and widespread 
use of parasols. 

The health of foe pil- 
grims is excellent and there 
are no contagious dis- 
eases,” Health Minister 
Ossama Shabkaehi told foe 
Saudi press. 

He said most of foe pil- 
grims who had been hospi- 
talised were suffering from 
chronic diseases or illnesses 
brought on by foe heat. 

More than 1.7 million 
Muslims are taking part in 
this year's Haj, with almost 


650,000 Saudis being 
joined by more than 1.05 
million pilgrims from 
abroad. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
animals were slaughtered as 
part of foe feast, although 
much of foe meat will be 
shipped to foe needy among 
foe one billion Muslims 
worldwide. 

Saudi papers said some 
three million animals would 
be killed over foe three days 
of foe feast. 

In foe past, most pilgrims 
carried out foe sacrifice 
themselves, but in foe last 
decade foe authorities have 
spent $160 million to con- 
struct four special abattoirs 
that employ 20,000 person- 
nel, including 650 veteri- 
narians. 

The pilgrims may still kill 
foe animals themselves if 
they choose, but must do so 
in the slaughterhouses. 
Three look-out posts and 
dozens of patrols watch foe 
area to ensure foe law is not 
flouted. 


Poll shows majority backing Lebanon withdrawal 


Agencies 

FOR THE first time ever, a 
majority of Israelis favour 
immediate, unilateral with- 
drawal of Israeli forces 
from Lebanon, according to 
a poll published Sunday. 

The poll showed 55 per 
cent of respondents sup- 
porting immediate, unilat- 
eral withdrawal, compared 
with 44 per cent in 1998 
and 41 in 1997. The Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
poll has a margin of error of 
three percentage points. 

Israel invaded Lebanon in 
1 982. When it pulled out in 
1985. it carved out a “secu- 
rity zone” in foe south to 
protect Israel’s northern 
border against raids by 
Lebanese or Palestinian 
guerrillas. 

Protests have been 
mounting in Israel over 


losses among the 1,500 
Israeli soldiers in the zone, 
most of them killed by a 
Lebanese guerrilla group, 
the Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lah. 

The army maintains that 
Israeli' casualties have been 
falling; nonetheless, public 
sensitivity has increased. 

Withdrawal has become 
an issue in the May 17 elec- 
tions, with all three major 
candidates promising a 
negotiated pullout in the 
near future. 

Unlike most security 
issues, this one cuts across 
foe traditional party lines, 
with some prominenr doves 
warning that unilateral 
withdrawal would be a dis- 
aster and some veteran 
hawks among those claim- 
ing that foe army could 
defend the border just as 
well from inside Israeli ter- 


ritory. 

Those opposed to unilat- 
eral withdrawal argue that 
Syria, which has over 
30,000 troops in Lebanon 
and is the real power there, 
will always encourage 
guerrilla attacks on foe 
Israeli-Lebanese border to 
pressure Israel to return foe 
Golan Heights. 

Israel occupied the strate- 
gic plateau in foe 1967 
Mideast war. The poll was 
conducted between Jan. 25 
and March 7. The size of 
foe sample was 1,203. 

Cycling for pullout 

Meanwhile, two mothers 
of Israeli soldiers killed in 
Lebanon bicycled toward 
Tel Aviv Sunday on an 
around foe country tour to 
campaign for an end to 
Israel’s 2 1 -year-old occu- 


pation of south Lebanon. 

Oma Shimoni and Leila 
Pamass began their cycle 
tour Friday at Metulla. 
Israel’s northernmost town 
on foe Lebanon border, and 
are due to wrap up Tuesday 
at President Ezer Weiz- 
man’s office in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

Along foe way, dozens of 
Israelis have joined the pair 
for segments of their tour in 
support of bringing the 
troops home from the 
buffer zone they occupy 
along Lebanon's southern 
bonder. 

“We are trying to sound a 
warning so thai foe 
Lebanon issue will remain 
in the headlines.” Shimoni 
told reporters during an 
overnight stop in the 
coastal town of Netanya. 
north of Tel Aviv. 


PNA releases nine Hamas 


men to mark AI Adha feast 


NABLUS (AFP) — Hie 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) has released nine 
activists in the Islamist group 
Hamas to mark ’Eid AI Adha, 
Palestinian security officials 
said Sunday. 

Hamas sources said they 
expected still more militants 
to be released for the holiday. 

The nine, from tie towns of 
Qalqiliya, Tulkarem and 
Nablus in the north of the 
West Bank, were released 
from Nablus’s Jneid prison 
late Friday before the start of 
the feast, the officials said. 


None of the men was 
described as a leader of foe 
Islamist Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), which oppos- 
es foe peace process with 
Israel and has claimed respon- 
sibility for suicide bombings 
and other attacks which have 
killed scores of Israelis. 

When Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat released several 
dozen prisoners belonging to 
Hamas and the smaller Islam- 
ic Jihad group to mark the 
Muslim holiday of 'Eid AI 
Fitr in January, Israel accused 
the FLA of violating peace 


accords by releasing terror- 
ists. 

Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu used 
foe alleged release of terrorists 
as further justification for his 
decision to suspend West 
Bank withdrawals called for 
under the terms of October 
Wye River agreement 

But the United States 
rebuffed Netanyahu and 
backed the PNA view that 
there was insufficient evi- 
dence against the released 
militants lo warrant their con- 
tinued detention. 


On the occasion of 

&;cfC%{~3l<f£a 

Arab Bank is honoured to convey to 
His Majesty 

!JCing CA£cfuffa£ £/3in Cfl.[~jH[ussem 


and to the Arab and Islamic nations 
its felicitations and best wishes 
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Iraqi paper calls for united 
front against United States 


BAGHDAD (R) — An 
official Iraqi newspaper 
called on Sunday for a 
united from against the 
United Slates and its 
"imperialist" policies as 
NATO air strikes against 
Yugoslavia entered a fifth 
day. 

The call came a day 
after a U.S. official 
reportedly warned Presi- 
dent Saddam not to take 
advantage of the 
Yugoslav crisis and step 
up Iraq's military defi- 
ance to Washington. 

“The continued aggres- 
sion against Iraq and the 
current aggression on 
Yugoslavia should alert 
the international commu- 
nity to the necessity of 
taking serious measures 
to confront the imperial- 
ist threat.’* Al Tftawra 
newspaper said. 

“If efforts are not uni- 
fied and there is no real, 
organised work. the 
imperialist American 
danger will spread and 
include other countries," 
the mouthpiece of the 
ruling Ba'ath Party said. 

“The understanding of 
independence and sover- 
eignty does not receive 
the necessary respect at 
an age when the raging 
American bull is 
unleashed on the world." 

Iraq has strongly con- 
demned NATO's attacks 
on Yugoslavia over 


Kosovo which began on 
Wednesday. The attacks 
have received wide cov- 
erage in Baghdad’s offi- 
cial media which is usu- 
ally dominated by local 
news. 

Parallels were drawn 
between the Yugoslav 
crisis and Iraq’s own con- 
frontations with the Unit- 
ed States. A daily has 
said Yugoslav President 
Slodoban Milosevic was 
using the same strategy 
as that of Saddam. 

, U.S. Assistant Secre- 
tary of State Martin 
Indyk was quoted by the 
London-based newspaper 
AT Hayat as saying that 
the United States was 
capable of dealing with 
any military threat he 
might consider during the 
attacks on Yugoslavia. 

“If Saddam believes 
that we do not have the 
ability to face any chal- 
lenge he might pose 
against U.S. as we are 
involved in handling the 
crisis in Kosovo, then he 
would be making a big 
mistake," Indyk was 
quoted on Saturday as 
saying. 

“We have big capabili- 
ties at the stage of opera- 
tions in the Middle East 
that are capable of facing 
any threats and will not 
be affected by what is 
happening in Kosovo." 
Indyk said. 


Al Hayat said it would 
publish the full interview 
on Monday. 

Iraq is enjoying a 
respite in its confronta- 
tions with U.S. and 
British warplanes over 
two no-fly zones as 
NATO pounds 

Yugoslavia over Kosovo. 

But sources in Baghdad 
believe the lack of action 
in the skies over northern 
and southern Iraq in the 
past nine days is linked 
to the Muslim pilgrimage 
or Haj season and the 
*Eid Al Adha feast rather 
than a change of policy in 
Baghdad or Washington. 

The United States has 
in the past avoided 
attacking Iraq during 
holy days so as not to 
anger Muslims. Eid Al 
Adha ends on Tuesday. 

The last reported con- 
frontation was on March 
19 when U.S. and British 
jets bombed targets in 
what Washington said 
was in response to Iraqi 
violations of the southern 
no-fly zone. 

The United States, 
Britain and France 
imposed the no-fly zones 
after the 1991 Gulf War, 
saying they were needed 
to protect Kurds in the 
north and Shiite Muslims 
in the south from Bagh- 
dad. French aircraft have 
since pulled out. 


‘Milosevic in secret deal 
with Saddam Hussein’ 

LONDON (.AFP) — Yugoslav President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic and Iraq’s Saddam Hussein have joined forces in 
an alliance to help them continue their defiance of West- 
ern air strikes. The Sunday Telegraph reported. 

The British weekly newspaper, citing no sources, said 
that the two leaders had agreed a mutual assistance pact 
to enable them to withstand the effects of allied bomb- 
ing raids on Yugoslavia and Iraq. 

The alliance was sealed shortly before NATO last 
week launched Operation Allied Force against 
Yugoslavia, when a delegation of Serbian military 
experts visited Baghdad earlier this month, it added. 

According to the newspaper, Milosevic has agreed to 
help Saddam Hussein shoot down allied aircraft 
involved in bombing raids against Iraq. 

In return for receiving Serb assistance in rebuilding 
Iraq's air defences and making its jet fighters airworthy, 
Baghdad has promised to provide Belgrade with oil and 
cash to sustain Serbia's batrered economy, it said. 

The Sunday Telegraph quoted a spokesman from the 
British Foreign Office as saying: “We are aware of the 
reports that there is a connection between the Iraqi and 
Serbian regimes. We believe that they are accurate and 
based on good information ” 

"Obviously this is a cause for concern and demon- 
strates the sort of company that Milosevic is now keep- 
ing" 

The Serb delegation earlier this month was led by 
Lieutenant-General Jovan Djukovic, Serbia’s deputy 
defence minister. It followed an earlier visit on March 9 
by a Serb chemical and biological weapons expert Ivan 
Ivanovich, said the newspaper. 

ft quoted an unidentified senior diplomat as saying: "It 
appears that they have identified a common aim to 
shoot down allied aircraft. Saddam and Milosevic see 
each other as international outcasts who must support 
each other if they are to survive." 


A Muslim woman holds a holy book in her hand as she is participating in the third 
day of the Haj ceremony in Mina, 10 kins north of Mecca on Sunday (AP phoio> 

‘PNA must meet commitments before withdrawal’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — In a sharp chans 
of emphasis, a U.S. of 
cial said Sunday that 
Israel does not have to 
resume troop withdrawals 
in the West Bank until the 
Palestinians meet their 
commitments under the 
Wye agreement 

U.S. embassy spokes- 
man Larry Schwartz 
stressed that the United 
States still expects Israel 
to unfreeze other aspects 
of the U.S. -brokered Wye 
River accords. 

Until recently, Washing- 
ton had blame’d Israel for 
the current deadlock in 
the peace process, saying 
the Palestinians have 
gone a long way towards 
Fulfilling "their obliga- 
tions. 


Prime Minister 

Benvamin Netanyahu 
froze Wye River in 
December accusing the 
Palestinians of failing to 
contain anti-Israel vio- 
lence. 

“If you read the Wye 
agreement you see that 
the hand over of territory 
is the last step, and that 
other conditions have to 
be met first by the Pales- 
tinians,** said Schwartz. 

The conditions 

Schwartz listed include 
the collection of weapons 
from Palestinian opposi- 
tion groups such as 
Hamas: the prosecution 
and imprisonment of mil- 
itants who have killed 
Israelis since the Oslo 
accords: and consistent 
cooperation with Israel in 


prevention of suicide 
bombings and other 
attacks against Israelis. 

“We have to make sure 
that there is no revolving 
door.” 

Schwartz told the Asso- 
ciated Press. using 
Netanyahu's term for 
what be says is a Palestin- 
ian policy of arresting 
then releasing militants. 

Israel must also fulfil its 
other Wye commitments 
without delay, he said. 

These include release of 
Palestinian prisoners 
from Israeli jails: opening 
the “safe passage” for 
Palestinians between the 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank: and allowing a sea- 
port to be opened in Gaza 
City. 


118 journalists imprisoned in 25 countries, new CPJ report shows 


AMMAN { J.T. ! — The 
Committee to Protect Jour- 
nalists (CPJ) reported last 
week in its annual world- 
wide study of press freedom 
that at least 118 journalists 
were in prison in 25 coun- 
tries at the end of 1998. and 
24 journalists in 17 coun- 
tries were murdered during 
the year in reprisal for their 
reporting, a CPJ statement 
said. 

CPJ released the 400-page 
Attacks on the Press in 
1998. the 12th in the series, 
at news conference at the 
National Press Club in 
Washington. D.C. on 
Thursday. The book con- 
tains analyses of press free- 
dom issues in 1 18 countries, 
four special reports, and 
compelling accounts of 500 
attacks aimed to intimidate 
and silence journalists and 
news organisations through 
assault, wrongful imprison- 
ment. censorship, and legal 
harassment. 

Among ominous trends of 
1998 noted in CPJ's report 
card on press freedom 
around the world were the 
explosion of violence 
against journalists in war- 


tom Siena Leone and the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, and onerous new 
press laws in Jordan and the 
Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia. 

Colombia, where 43 jour- 
nalists were murdered in the 
past 10 years, was the most 
lethal country for journal- 
ists. CPJ confirmed the 
assassination of four jour- 
nalists. targets of ongoing 
civil war and pervasive 
criminal violence, and con- 
tinues to investigate mur- 
ders of five other Colom- 
bian journalists. 

For the fifth consecutive 
year, Turkey held more 
journalists in prison than 
any other country. 27. down 
from 29 in 1997. Many are 
victims of the government's 
continued criminalisation of 
reporting on the 1 4-year-old 
conflict with Kurdish insur- 
gents in Turkey’s southeast. 

China and Ethiopia each 
held 12 journalists in prison 
at year's end. One of the 
newly imprisoned in China 
was jailed for sharing e- 
mail addresses with a dissi- 
dent online magazine. 
Ethiopia persisted in flout- 


ing the rule of law by jailing 
journalists on unspecified 
charges. 

• Increasingly, laws ban- 
ning critical reporting are 


becoming the favoured 
weapons against indepen- 
dent journalism. “"With 
more countries wielding 
insult laws and criminal 
libel statues to muzzle 
expression, more journalists 
than ever face a stark 
choice: Exercise self-cen- 
sorship or risk going to jail 
for hard-hitting reporting.” 
said Ann K. Cooper. CPJ’s 
executive director, in the 
book's introduction. 

Three journalists freed 
from prison in 1998 were 


subjects of CPJ campaigns 
and recipients of CPJ 
International Press Freedom 
Awards — Chris Anyanwu 
of Nigeria, Doan Viet Hoat 


of Vietnam, and Ruth 
Simon of Eritrea. 

At least 24 journalists 
were killed as a direct result 
of their professional work in 
17 countries during the year. 
In additon to the Colombia 
murders, two journalists 
were murdered for their 
work in each of four coun- 
tries — Brazil, Mexico, 
Nigeria, and Russia. Assas- 
sination claimed the life of a 
journalist in each of 12 
other countries — 
Afghanistan. Angola. 


Bangladesh Burkina Faso, 
Canada. Congo, Ethiopia. 
Georgia. Philippines, 
Rwanda. Sierra Leone, and 
Thailand. CPJ continues to 
investigate the deaths of 12 
other journalists where 
there is reason to suspect the 
killings were in retribution 
for the journalists* work. 
The book includes a chart of 
the more than 470 murders 
of journalists in the past 10 
years by region and country. 

In Nigeria, where the June 
death of military ruler Gen. 
Sani Abacha brought long- 
awaited freedom in 1998 to 
all but one of 17 imprisoned 
journalists, unease persists 
that press freedom cannot 
be achieved without the 
repeal of laws used to pun- 
ish journalists who criticise 
government officials. In 
Algeria, embroiled since 

1992 in brutal civil conflict 
with Islamic extremists, the 
assassination campaign that 
claimed the lives of at least 
58 journalists between 

1993 and 1996 has left a 
press diminished in number 
and dependent on state pro- 
tection. In Peru, a scare 
campaign against a reporter 


who revealed that the army 
was wiretapping phones of 
journalists and government 
opponents led to a united 
effort by international jour- 
nalist groups to confront 
President Alberto K. Fuji- 
mori and an improvement 
of conditions for Peruvian 
journalists. In Indonesia, the 
fall of President Suharto, 
triggered by Asia’s econom- 
ic downturn, nationwide 
protests, and international 
pressure. led to a lifting of 
almost all restrictions on the 
press by BJ. Habibie, his 
hand-picked successor. 

Of the 25 countries at 
year’s end holding journal- 
ists in prison, the third high- 
est in number was Sierra 
Leone with 12, Burma and 
Syria each held S. Peru 5, 
Cuba 4, and Gabon 3. 
Countries with two impris- 
oned each were Algeria, 
Benin, Democratic Repub- 
lic of Congo, Madagascar, 
Russia. South Korea, Togo 
and Tunisia. CPJ document- 
ed one imprisoned in each 
of Cameroon, Iraq, Libya. 
Nigeria. Somalia. Uzbek- 
istan and Vietnam. 

Sylvia Poggioli. senior 


correspondent in Europe for 
National Public Radio, 
wrote the book's preface. 
She deplores “the incredibly 
high price the press has paid 
in the bloody breakup of 
Yugoslavia.” where state- 
run media fomented ethnic 
hatred that led to the Croat- 
ian and Bosnian wars and 
then to Kosovo. “What 
makes ill-treatment of the 
media in the former 
Yugoslavia particularly dis- 
turbing,” she writes, “is that 
this region has been the 
object of intense diplomatic 
involvement and scrutiny 
by the international commu- 
nity. yet Western diplomacy 
has focused mainly on 
regional stability at the 
expense of freedom of 
information and free 
speech.” 

Four reports by CPJ’s 
regional specialists focus 
attention on leading indica- 
tors for press freedom 
worldwide: 

• Nigeria — “Outliving 
Abacha. Six Nigerian Jour- 
nalists* Prison* Stories" 
points out that systemic 
change is needed to restore 
press freedom in Nigeria 


and presents the vivid per- 
sonal accounts of six jour- 
nalists who endured brutal 
imprisonment under the 
Abacha regime. 

• Latin .America — 
“Banding Together” 
recounts how. with the help 
of CPJ and other 
international press organisu- 
tions. newly empowered 
journalists in Peru. .Argenti- 
na. Colombia. Brazil. 
Guatemala, and Mexico are 
uniting to protest abuses 
against the press. 

■ Asia — "Freedom Takes 
Hold: ASEAN Journalism 
in Transition” pinpoints 
how journalists in Thailand, 
the Philippines, and Indone- 
sia allied to monitor press 
freedom conditions in the 
region. 

• Algeria — - “Siege Men- 
tality: Press Freedom and 
the Algerian Conflict*' 
reports on CPJ’s fact-find- 
ing mission to the country 
where journalists have long 
feared for their lives. 

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists is an indepen- 
dent. non-profit organisa- 
tion that seeks to safeguard 
press freedom worldwide. 


i 

14 journalists 
murdered in 98; 
killings of two others 
under investigation 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


19:00 Le Journal 

• 19:15 Extra Large 

19:30 .News headline 

19:33 ..... Lcs Inventions de la Vie 

20:00 Worldlier 

20:3© .Serie — Entrc Terre ei Mer 

21:15 Filler & Encounter 

22:00 News in English 

22J0 JF.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:06 .Fajr 

05:24..... i Sunrise) Duha 

11:40 Dhuhr 

15:11. ‘Asr 

17:56 Maghreb 

19:14 .. ’Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mar) of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
. Terra Sancta Church Tel. 4622366 
Anglican Church TcL 
4624S5.V46248 1 1 . 

SL Afreni Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salk College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TteL 
4616138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 • 

The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

Hie E nglish - 1 -angnagg Catholic 
Parish TeL 46 14190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly. Clouds will appear at dif- 
ferent altitudes, and winds south- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba. It will be warm, winds 
northerly moderate, and sms 
calm. 

MinVMax. temp. 

Amman. 07/24 

Aqaba.. 1 5/30 


Deserts — 05/26 

Jordan Valley 14/29 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 20 Aqaba 26 Humidity 
readings: Amman 22 per cent 
Aqaba 31 percent. 

Following arc the temperatures 
expected today in the following 


areas: 

Ajloun 10/20 

Jerash 16/25 

UmQays 14/24 

Madaba 15/26 

Petra 14/27 

Dead Sea — 11/31 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas AJ Hakim 4885446 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab 5602507 

Dr.Ayman Al Muhtaseb.4875748 
Dr. Jamal Jbarah. 5347351 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy -5661912 

Al Salaro Pharmacy ..4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....,,5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy .5536169 

IRBfl): 

Dr. Afoh&mtnad AJ 5ftafT(02)7 100588 


Fou’ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Saffarini (05)985832 

Palestine Pharmacy. ...(05)9 83562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. 46371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 566I1XI 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rjescue Police 192,4621 1 1 !. 4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank .4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Water & Sewsrage Canpfoims — 4897467 
Amman Munidpalitv Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) -121 

Overseas Calls 01 32 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

AbdaliTeL Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .4774 1 1 1 

Water Authority ,5680100 

J.ElectikityAuilxKTty 58 15615 

Electric Power 

Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information — 44-53200 
C^ttmAliaMAnpoct — 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Sungery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli -5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre,....5856S56 

Luzmfla .4630195 

Khali di Maternity 464428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 46423 62 

Malhas, J. Amman. — 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani — 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .5353444 
AI-Muasber Hospital -5667227/9 

Al-AhlLAbdali -5664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen- 4777101/3 

AI-Bashir .4775111/26 

Army, Marka ....— —489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607 155 

Al Amai Cancer Centre 5353000 

Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital — <05)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital .(05)900560 
Ibn Sina HospilaL.... -1 05)986731 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(05)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Tbn Al Nafees Hospital 


— 102)7101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

international 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be supplied 
on phone 4875201-5 


18:40 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ ) 

20:15 Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 

23:15 .Tel Aviv (RJ) 

03:45 Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok (RJ) 

Other F ligh t* 

04:10 London (BA) 

®®:20 Alexandria (BA) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

IkOO Khartoum (SD) 

u *-30 Sanaa (IY) 

12:45 Kiev(6U) 

^3:20 Bahrain (GFi 

14:45 ..DohaiQR) 

15:05 -...Vienna (OS) 

15:25 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 Istanbul (SD) 

18:40 - Beirut (ME) 

20:05 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:30 .Frankfurt Damascus (LH) 

01:25 Athens (OAi 

02:00 Milan (AZ) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

°7.*05 - Sanaa (RJ) 

07:30 — Damascus (RJ) 

°&30 _ Jeddah (RJ i 

0Sh20 ....Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:25 Beirut CRT; 

09J0 - -New Delhi |RJ) 

.Cairo iRJ) 

16:30 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amestndam (RJ) 
17:55 — — Kuwait (RJ) 


i/xju uaza 


(RWj 


18:00 Aqaha (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

23:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


O 5 *- 35 Beirut (RJ) 

10:35 Frankfort. London (RJ) 

11:20 Shannon, Chicago |RJ) 

12 :0 ° Kuwait (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo CRJ) 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi. Tehran (RJ) 

2L00 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:0° Tel Aviv (addi(RJ) 

21:05 Dubai. Muscat) RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights 

04:45 

06:00 

07:25 

09.-05 

10:30 

11:05 

12:30 

14:00 

14:10 

15:35 

15:50 

16:30 ‘ 

18:50 

20:00 

20 JO 

02:45 “ 

03:00 


Alexandria (BA) 

Istanbul (TK) 

-Paris (AF) 

London (BA) 

Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (SD) 

Paris (IY) 

Kiev (6L r ) 

Bahrain tGF) 

Doha (QR) 

Vienna tOS) 

Dubai (EKl 

-Khartoum fSD) 

Beiruu ME) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

-..Athens lOA) 
Milan i.AZi 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08 JO Aqaba ( from Marka .Airport ) 

13 JO Gaza (from Marka Airport! 
(RW) ^ 

20 JO -Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW'> 
21:00 ..Tel Aviv (from QALA) (RW) 


# 
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55?J AbduUah jomed worshippers at prayers held in the Royal Guards Mosque at the 
Pnval compound Accompanying the King were HRH Prince Hassan, other members of the 

Royal famdy^d Prune Minister Abdur-Ra'uf S. Rawabdeh, the speakers of Parliament the Kine's 


Hussein where he recited verses froms the Holy Koran, 
lah. King Talal and Queen Zein (Petra photo) 


late King Abdi 


Prince Hamzah celebrates 
19th birthday today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hamzah 
Ben AI Hussein, who is 
currently studying at 
Britain's Sandhurst Mili- 
tary Academy celebrates 
his 19th birthday today. 

Bom in Amman on 
March 29, 19S0, Prince 
Hamzah, is the eldest of 
the late King Hussein's 
four children from his 
marriage to Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. The Crown 
Prince received his early 
education at Amman's 
International Baccalaure- 
ate School. He went on to 
England to earn his gener- 
al certificate for sec- 
ondary education at Har- 
row. 

He also attended various 
military training courses 
on para-t/ooping wings.- 
counter terrorism, special 
forces and standard 
infantry and is Jordan 
Armed Forces sniper 
qualified. 

He often accompanied 
his father, the late King 
Hussein, on foreign visits 
and attended numerous 
pan-Arab and 

international conferences 
in King Hussein's compa- 
ny. 

Prince Hamzah’s inter- 



ests include fencing, 
scuba diving, shooting, 
judo, fishing, skiing, 
water sports and flying. 

He also won numerous 
religious prizes, including 
the "Dome of the Rock” 
Award by the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
in 1990 and a history prize 
from Harrow. Prince 
Hamzah has been decorat- 
ed with the Al Hussein 
Gold Medal for Achieve- 
ment and Wissam Al 
Khawkab AI Urduni. 

Prince Hamzah was des- 
ignated Crown Prince in 
accordance with a Royal 
Decree issued on Feb. 7, 
1999. 


Egyptian editor 
discusses Arab role 
in New World Order 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Democracy, 
economic progress and lib- 
eralisation of civil institu- 
tions in the Arab Worid are 
the touchstone for Arabs to 
respond to the New World 
Order, Usama Gazali, chief 
editor of Al Siyaseh maga- 
^ zine in Egypt, said Wednes- 
day. 

•The expression ‘the New 
World Order,' began appear- 
ing in the early 1990s during 
preparations to strike Iraq," 
Gazali said during a lecture 
organised by the Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation 
entitled "The International 
Political changes and its 
effect on the Arab World.” 
"The strikes on Iraq and 
what followed proves that 
the Arab region is a mere 
reflection of the embodi- 
ment of the New World 
Order ” he said. 

Gazali. a member of 
Egypt’s .Al Shura Council, 
overviewed the changes the 
world has witnessed, start- 
ing with the trend of global' 
isation, which coincides 
with the frequent break- 
aways and separations in 
different parts of the world. 

He said die other change 
is economic and political 
liberalisation which ^ fol- 
lowed in the wake ot the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

"The dramatic increase in 
cultural struggles world- 
wide has led to the domina- 
% lion of ideology and has 
w provoked local culture in a 
manner unprecedented m 
history." 


He added that the last, and 
maybe the most dangerous, 
change in die world has 
been the formation of eco- 
nomic blocks. 

"The European economic 
block is a strong indication 
of the seriousness of compe- 
tition in the world market,” 
he added. 

“The increase in popula- 
tion in the Arab World is a 
strong factor by which it can 
respond to global change,” 
he said, commenting on die 
Arab's ability to cope with 
those changes. 

By the middle of the next 
century, Jordan’s population 
could reach as much as 17 
million, while Egypt’s pop- 
ulation could reach up to 
120 million, and Syria and 
Iraq 50 million people, 
according to U.N. studies. 

“Other" factors determin- 
ing the Arabs’ ability to 
respond to change include 
political instability, die tech- 
nological gap between the 
Arab and the Western 
worlds as well as the prob- 
lem of water and petrole- 
um." 

The lecturer argued that 
the Middle East is the most 
likely region to witness war 
over natural resources, 
namely water. 

The politician argued that 
the Arab World can respond 
to the New World Order 
either by isolating itself 
from the rest of the world, 
melting under the tutelage 
of other nations, or by inter- 
acting positively based on 
maintaining basic morals 

and self-confidence. 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Trade and Industry has 
finalised a blueprint for the 
first Jordanian award to 
promote quality awareness 
in the industrial and ser- 
vices sectors in the country. 

The Jordan Quality 
Award for Total Quality 
Management (.TQM) is a 
set of guiding principles for 
the continuous improve- 
ment of Jordan's industries 
to achieve customer satis- 
faction. 

Ahmad Hindawi. director 
of the Industrial Develop- 
ment Directorate (JCDD) at 
the ministry, who prepared 
the award, said applying 
the TQM concept will 
enable the country’s organ- 
isations to perform unique- 
ly* 

“We hope spreading 
TQM awareness to the 
industrial and services sec- 
tors s will strengthen com- 
petitiveness among organi- 
sations." Hindawi told the 
Jordan Times. 

Manufacturing compa- 
nies, service companies, 
small and medium busi- 
nesses, and public institu- 
tions can apply for the 
award. 

“Boosting the competi- 
tiveness of the industrial 
sector as a whole will result 
in sustainable development 
and better living stan- 
dards,” Hindawi added. 

Eligible institutions must 
be majority Jordanian 
owned and demonstrate 
promising financial perfor- 
mance. Tobacco and alco- 
hol companies, suppliers of 
products for military pur- 
poses, and charitable and 
religious institutions cannot 
qualify for the award. 

“Developed countries 


apply the TQM concept, 
but Jordan lags behind,” 
said Widad Qteishat, an 
industrial engineer who 
helped Hindawi prepare the 
award. 

Jor dani an officials were 
highly upbeat about the 
possibility of Jordan’s 
accession to the World 
Trade Organisation before 
the year 2000. 

Jordan has also signed a 
partnership agreement with 
the European Union aimed 
at creating a free trade area 
by the year 2010. 

“Spreading TQM aware- 
ness will enhance the qual- 
ity of work, be it in an edu- 
cational institution or on a 
ministerial level,'’ she 
stressed. 

Participants will be' 
assessed mainly on their 
strategic planning, leader- 
ship skills, approach in util- 
ising human resources, and 
upgrading their information 
resources. 

For example, an employ- 
er might be assessed on 
how "decentralisation is 
applied in the field and to 
what extent the employees 
follow and benefit from 
training programmes, 
Qteishat said. 

“Successful candidates 
will receive a TQM certifi- 
cate,” she added. 

The Jordan-U.S. Business 
Partnership, a U.S. non- 
governmental organisation, 
will help the IDD introduce 
the award by offering tech- 
nical assistance in aware- 
ness programmes, staff 
training, evaluation and 
assessment of eligible can- 
didates. 

A financial reward is still 
under study, said Qteishat 
who is also a coordinator of 
Jordan's partnership project 
at the trade ministry. 


Government announces aid package 
for farmers caught in water crisis 


Trade ministry plans 
quality management award 
for industrial, services sectors 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government has 

announced the creation 
of a JD12-I5 million 
fund to facilitate Jordan- 
ian farmers and live- 
stock breeders in over- 
coming the conse- 
quences of the drought 
in the Kingdom. 

The announcement 
was made by Prime 
Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh who said His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
had issued directives in 
this respect. He said the 
government-appointed 
drought committee that 
met under his chairman- 
ship is talcing measures 
to carry out the direc- 
tives. 

The decision followed 
demands from Lower 
House deputies that the 
government provide 
assistance to farmers 
suffering from the 
drought. 

Rawabdeh said the 
government realises that 
agriculture is a pillar of 
the national economy 
and that it is facing 
enormous difficulties. 
He said the financial aid 
will be disbursed as 
grants rather than loans. 

Following is the text 
of the government’s 
decision, announced 
after the last Cabinet 
meeting held before the 
‘JEid Al Adha holidays: 

I. To make available 
fodder available to live- 
stock breeders at nomi- 
nal prices. This will 
include barley sold in 


bulk at JD75 a tonne and 
bran at JD65 a tonne. 

2. To exempt farmers 
from 50 per cent of the 
interest on loans 
obtained from the Agri- 
cultural Credit Corpora- 
tion (ACC) for 1999 and 
to reschedule the 
remaining 50 per cent. 

3. To provide farmers 
with vaccines and vet- 
erinary supplies and 
transport for using them. 

4. To continue to pur- 
chase field crops from 
local producers. 

5. To make available 
sufficient water free of 
charge for livestock. 
The water will be drawn 
from desen wells 
throughout the duration 
of the drought. 

6. To provide farmers 
with pesticides. The 
Ministry of Agriculture 
will be responsible for 
spraying fields. 

7. The livestock cen- 
sus conducted earlier 
this year will not be 
taken into consideration, 
and livestock breeders 
will receive facilities in 
obtaining loans from the 
ACC. 

8. The Minister of 
Interior will form a 
committee to investigate 
any excesses reported 
during the sheep census 
and will hold account- 
able those responsible 
for the excesses. 

Earlier this month' the 
government also 

announced that state 
grazing reserves will be 
open to the livestock. 


Opposition blasts Israel 
over water dispute 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 13 opposition parties 
blasted Israel for hs decision to cut water supplies 
pumped to Jordan from Lake Tiberias in accordance 
with the 1994 peace treaty. 

- They called on- foe government to terminate the deal 
arid find- a Solution to foe Kingdom's chronic water 
shortage. 

In k written statement, the Higher Committee for 
Coordination Among Opposition Parties said .it was 
not surprised, by the Jewish state’s decision, which 
’’ forem ens local water security, because Jordanians and 
opposition parties are aware of foe Zionists' greed for 
our watavlaud-and skies.” 

“The [Israeli] aggressive decision revealed the weak- 
ness of Jordanian officials’ claims that the Wadi Arab a 
treaty: will reclaim [our] land and water.” said the 
statement. ' 

Two weeks ago, Jordan rejected an Israeli request to 
reduce water amounts agreed to in foe peace treaty by 
40 per cent due to a regional drought. 

The parties said they demand Jordan's legitimate 
rights, stressing that foe "Zionist enemy has no right to 
any drop of water, from foe Jordan River's tributaries, 
Palestine or Lebanon.” 

They called on citizens to intensify efforts to con- 
front “this dangerous problem" by demanding that foe 
government freeze the peace treaty and cancel it 

Under foe treaty, Israel extracts 12mcm of water 
from the Yarmouk River in summer, and Jordan uses 
the rest. In winter, Israel takes 33mcm from foe river, 
of which 20mcm are stored for Jordan in Lake Tiberias 
for the Kingdom’s use in summer. 

Israel said it was not able to collect foe 20mcm from 
foe Yarmouk last winter because of a regional drought 

The opposition also requested foe government find 
solutions to fend off water shortage and cooperate with 
Arab neighbouring countries to “unchain" their water 
policies from “Zionist plans aim at depleting Arab 
water resources” 

The government will declare its contingency plan to : 
cope with the drought, the worst in 50 years, on April 
1. Bringing 1,650 privately-owned wells under gov- | 
eminent control, rationing water supplies and possibly i 
banning some crops of high water consumption are foe 
plan’s main objectives, according to officials. 


More than 2,000 Jordanians 
study in U.S. each year — study 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Around. 
2.094 Jordanian students 
were registered at U.S. 
universities for the acade- 
mic year 1996-1997. 
according to a press 
release issued by foe 
American Universities 
Admission Programme 
this week. 

The scholastic organisa- 
tion, which helps foreign 
students enter American 
universities, also said 49 
per cent of all Jordanian 
students were attending 
graduate studies, 46.8 per 
cent were enrolled in 
undergraduate studies and 
4.2 per cent were mostly 
following English as a 
second language courses. 

Their major fields of 
study were engineering 
(33.8 per cent), business 
(13.5 per cent), maths & 
computer science (9.2 per 
cent), added the press 
release. 

As the American system 
is very diverse because of 
private and public 
universities, the tuition 
costs vary from $5,000 a 


year to $21,000 a year, 
while the total expendi- 
tures, including on-cam- 
pus housing, food and 
tuition could range 
between $10,000 to 
$31,000. a year. 

According to the press 
release, a total of 141 Jor- 
danian professors were 
teaching at U.S. 
universities during foe 
same year. 

The press release added 
that American universities 
attract 32 per cent of stu- 
dents not studying in their 
country of origin. 

“We will not compare 
two different systems of 
higher education. 

The American 

Universities Admission 
Programme is an Ameri- 
can-based institution made 
of 39 directors of admis- 
sion and university profes- 
sors specialised in higher 
education. It is foe largest 
organisation of this type in 
the world. 


What's Going On 


LECTURE 

• “The Poetry of Thomas Hardy” by Dr. Nicholas 
Linfield at foe British Council, Jabal Amman at 5:00 
pjn. 

PLAY 

• Comedy entitled “A Friend in Need is a Friend 
Indeed” at Al Tburayah Hall, Village of Tayibat (Tel. 
4380631, 4655585), (daily at 9:00 a.m.). 

FILM 

• “U.S. Marshals” at Books @CafS, Jabal Amman, 
on Tuesday, March 30 at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 4560457/8). 

EXHIBITIONS 

• “Amman... A Meeting Point” by Swedish artists 
Ann Edholm and Hakan Rhenberg at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. Also displaying works by contemporary 
Arab artists, until April 22. 

• Works on paper by Russian artist Yuri Pestov 
entitled “Al Ferdouse, foe Rose Garden” at the Jordan- 
ian Plastic Artists Association, Jabal Weibdeh, until 
March 31. (Tel. 4623297). 


Jordanian reclaims 


A longtime coming: 

military decoration from Israeli journalist 


By Francesca Ciriad 

IRBID — Dali a Ben An 
has been working for 25 
years as a journalist, and 
her keenness on the many 
important but too often 
overlooked “stories behind 
the news" has taken her to 
the most disparate spots in 
the world for mass circula- 
tion Israeli publications. 

“But days like this make 
me sure I will never grow 
tired of this business," she 
said last Tuesday, at the 
end of her first and brief 
visit to Jordan. “[Days] 
when I feel I do something 
good for somebody 
through my job.” 

Dalia came here- to settle 
a very old score. Back 
home, she had been 
approached by a lady with 
a large silver medal bear- 
ing the Hashemite coat of 
arms, a ribbon of the Jor- 
danian national colours so 
consumed it would disinte- 
grate at a mere touch. 

The lady’s husband was 
an army driver on a fateful 



day in June 1967, when 
Israeli forces occupied foe 
headquarters of foe Arab 
Jordanian Army in foe 
West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah. The driver found the 
shiny Al Nadha Medal of 
the Third Order on the 
floor. Amidst the commo- 
tion of one of the bloody 
days of that war, he picked 


it up and took it home. 

He and his wife swore 
that one day they would 
return it to the unknown 
bonoree, and 32 years they 
did just that through Dalia, 
who arrived here on her 
mission last Monday 
evening. Dalia succeeded 
with that bit of luck that 
usually ' assists the tena- 


cious. By Tuesday morn- 
ing the old medal Once 
again adorned foe chest of 
(Ret) General Mohammad 
Ahmad Salim Bataineh, 
former commander of the 
Jordanian forces in the 
West Bank. 

Gen. Baiaineh, a tall, 
strongly built 78-year-old 
enjoying a well-deserved 


rest in his hometown of 
Irbid after decades of mili- 
tary and civil service, nod- 
ded in surprise when he 
opened the small jewel 
box and saw one of many 
medals that King Hussein 
had bestowed upon him. 

“War is war. It means 

killings and bloodshed... 
and that was war,” he said 
almost to himself, recall- 
ing the 10,000 dead in the 
West Bank in 1967. 

On Oct. 24, 1994, at the 
signing of foe Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty in 
Wadi Araba, Gen. 
Bataineh stood behind the 
great leaders on foe podi- 
um. He shook hands with 
foe Israeli general who 
commanded the military 
operation in 1967. 

“Of course I was happy, 
peace is always better than 
war," he commented. 

Through Dalia, he sent to 
the Israeli soldier who 
returned the medal to him 
a brief, heartfelt message 
in return: “Tell him that I 
thank him, and that he is a 


good and honest man. He 
will always be welcome in 
my house." 

But when asked whether 
he would go to Israel, the 
old general politely 
declined. 

“It is not time yet," he 
said trying to hide behind 
a respectful smile the same 
frustration that troubles 
many on both sides of the 
river. 

Dalia brought back with 
her to Tel Aviv the smell 
and taste of Jordanian 
food, the straight look of 
the blue eyes of Gen. 
Bataineh, his few words, 
and lots of photographs for 
her editor at La’isha, the 
weekly magazine of the 
popular Yediot Ahronot 
daily. 

An old, bitter story came 
to an end. Other stories out 
there still await a conclu- 
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Gunmen attack U.S. 
embassy in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Anti-NATO sentiments 
boiled over in Moscow 
Sunday when the U.S. 
embassy was hit by gun- 
fire during a shootout 
between police and 

masked gunmen who 

attempted to launch 
grenades at the building. 

The stunning broad day- 
light attack took place on 
one of the Russian capi- 
tal's main streers while 

several hundred protesters 
were picketing the 

embassy to protest the 
Washington-led air assault 
on Yugoslavia. 

Eleven bullets hit the 
upper floors of the yellow 
and white stucco building, 
according to NTV televi- 
sion which caprured the 
dramatic attack on tape. 
No injuries were reported. 

The Russian foreign 
ministry in a statement 
expressed regret to 
Washington over the inci- 
dent. It marked the second 
lime in four years that 
gunmen had fired on the 
building in protest at 
NATO action in 
Yugoslavia. 

Security at all the 
NATO- member embassies 
was stepped up following 
the attack, which was 
labelled as a “political'’ 
act by the Russian interior 
ministry. 

NTV footage showed 
masked gunmen in cam- 
ouflage and armed with 
Kalashnikov rifles jump 
out of a white jeep and try 


to launch two grenades 
from shoulder-mounted 
launchers. 

The launchers failed to 
work. 

A gunfight ensued after 
police protecting the 
embassy compound 
opened fire as heavy auto- 
mobile traffic passed by 
on the street. The anti- 
NATO protesters dived to 
the ground to avoid the 
bullets. 

Two grenade launchers 
were abandoned at the 
scene. The gunmen con- 
tinued firing on the 
embassy building as they 
drove off in their jeep, 
which was later discov- 
ered on] one of central 
Moscow's side roads. 

Presii 
ordered 

Sergei Stepashin 
an investigation into the 
shooting' 

Police [have imposed a 
state of heightened alert in 
the Russian capital, 
Interfax Reported. But it 
could not confirm an ear- 
lier NTV television report 
that three suspects for the 
embassy 1 attack had been 
arrested. 

The attack came as some 
500 demonstrators were 
protesting for the fourth 
consecutive day outside 
the embassy compound 
against l)IATO air strikes 
on Yugoslavia. 

The same embassy 
building was also hit by a 
grenade in 1995 following 
NATO attacks air assaults 


row Is side roads, 
sidejnt Boris Yeltsin 
■ed interior Minister 
ri Stepashin to lead 


during the Bosnian war. 
No one was hurt in that 
incident. 

Russia has been furious- 
ly opposed to NATO 
strikes and has broken off 
relations with the western 
military alliance. The 
NATO envoy in Moscow, 
Alexis Chahtahtinsky, 
was expelled from Russia 
on Saturday. 

Moscow has further 
warned ft could offer 
Belgrade unspecified aid 
if the attacks continue. 
There were reports that 
Russia had offered to rep- 
resent! Yugoslav interests 
in .Britain. France, 
Gerra^y and the United 
States'. 

Foreign Minister Igor 
IvanoV implied Saturday 
that Moscow could break 
tbe arms embargo on 
Yugoslavia, saying: 
“Those who have perpe- 
trated; the act of aggres- 
sion ! themselves have 
drawn a line" through all 
U.N. resolutions concern- 
ing thp former Yugoslavia, 
including the embargo. 

The Russian parliament, 
meanwhile, has decided to 
postpone a scheduled vote 
on the START II nuclear 
arms reduction treaty 
sought by tbe United 
States. 

Moscow has also can- 
celled a visit by Pentagon 
experts to discuss disman- 
tling Russia's ageing 
nuclear facilities. 


Kosovo refugees flee Serbs; 
Albania seeks aid 


KUKES, Albania (R) — 
Ethnic Albanian refugees 
from Kosovo poured into 
Albania in their thousands 
on Sunday after being dri- 
ven out by Serbian forces 
retaliating for NATO air 
strikes. 

In the capital, Tirana, the 
government urged the inter- 
national community to help 
end what it called “this 
unprecedented genocide on 
the civil population" in 
Kosovo, and a special com- 
mittee appealed for gifts of 
medicine and food. 

A steady stream of 
exhausted refugees, bring- 
ing tractors, horses and 
other belongings, was cross- 
ing the border at Morina, 
near Kukes, some 250 km 
north of Tirana. 

“The Serbs told us we had 
one hour to leave Kosovo.” 
one man said. Two kilome- 
tres away smoke billowed 
from the burning houses of 
Dobrush. a Kosovo village 
burned by the Serbian 
forces. 

Kukes. a city of 20,000 set 
in the scenic mountains of 
northern Albania, was 
crowded with refugees 
parking tractors wherever 
they could, and it was hard 
to estimate their numbers. 

The Albanian news 
agency ATA said 1.500 
Kosovo Albanians had 


crossed the border at 
Morina in the morning after 
Serbian border guards 
reopened the crossing point 
which they had shut during 
the night 

Many refugees had tears 
in their eyes. Even tough 
men not accustomed to 
showing their emotions 
cried openly and spoke of 
the violence of the Serbian 
forces. 

The people of Kukes wel- 
comed their eastern brethren 
with open arms and some 
homes offered shelter to up 
to 20 people on Saturday 
night when the first big 
wave of refugees arrived. 

The Albanian information 
ministry said around 20,000 
refugees bad streamed into 
Albania on Saturday after 
Serbian forces responded to 
the NATO air strikes by 
stepping up their attacks on 
ethnic Albanian villages in 
Kosovo. 

The Tirana office of tbe 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) disputed this fig- 
ure, quoting its own moni- 
tors in Kukes as saying 
3,000 people had crossed 
the border. ATA said 10,000 
refugees had entered on 
Saturday. 

In Tirana, the government 
set up a committee on 
Sunday headed by Deputy 


Prime Minister Dir Meta to 
deal with refugees from 
Kosovo. 

The meeting reiterated an 
appeal to foreign donors for 
medicines, food supplies, 
beds and other goods. Some 
100 buses will leave Tirana 
for Kukes during the day to 
help distribute the refugees 
in northern Albania. 

A leading ethnic Albanian 
guerrilla on Saturday urged 
terrified civilians not to 
abandon Kosovo despite the 
brutal onslaught by Serbian 
security forces. 

“Albanian people, do not 
fall prey to panic. Do not 
abandon your century-old 
homes. We have no other 
homeland,” Hashim Thari 
said in an address on 
Albanian television. 

Thaci led the ethnic 
Albanian delegation which 
signed the peace accord for 
Kosovo in Paris on March 
18. 

“While moving or with- 
drawing, go to the territories 
under the control of tbe 
Kosovo Liberation Army,” 
Thaci told the refugees. 

The Albanian government 
said thousands of other eth- 
nic Alb anians in Kosovo 
had been forced to leave 
their homes and were wait- 
ing in the mountains for the 
chance to cross the border 
and seek safety in Albania. 



A young woman holds a placard reading ‘Japan, Cuba. China. Korea. Vietnam, Iraq. 
Somalia, Panama. Granada, Yugoslavia— who will be the next one?', during a demon- 
stration outside the US. embassy March 28. 1999. in Madrid. They were protesting 
against air strikes in Yugoslavia (AFP photo) 

Serbs, even Milosevic foes, 
bitter over NATO raids 


BELGRADE (R) — After four 
days of NATO air raids on 
Yugoslavia and no end in sight, 
even President Slobodan 
Milosevic’s detraaors are turn- 
ing against the West, fearing the 
bombardments will do little but 
kill innocents. 

Bitterness spread through the 
two million population of tbe 
capital Belgrade on Sunday as 
increasing numbers filled fetid 
bomb shelters after NATO 
warned it would escalate attacks 
in the face of Milosevic's obdu- 
racy. 

Bombings of factories on 
Belgrade's outskirts, which 
caused leaks of noxious gas on 
Friday night, and tbe onset of 
daytime air raids have magnified 
fears that innocent civilians, not 
just military targets, will suffer. 

Thousands of people of all 
ages streamed to an impromptu 
rock concert in Belgrade’s cen- 
tral Republic Square staged to 
protest at tbe bombings. 

The concert dubbed “songs 
keep us alive and united", began 
while an air raid warning was 
still in effect and continued after 
the all-dean Some spectators and 
band members wore target-prac- 
tice symbols across their chests. 

Concert goers said the atmos- 
phere at the concert resembled 
anti-government street protests 
of the winter of 1996-7. 

“This is a time when tbe people 
are feeling what their govern- 


ment is feeling." said a middle- 
aged Belgrade woman with lib- 
eral pro-Western views at odds 
with Milosevic's leftist authori- 
tarian government. 

"These sons of bombings 
never did any good. They never 
changed (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein, they never 
changed (Libyan leader 
Muammar) Qadhafi. 

“I see no essential difference 
between those bombings and the 
bombings now. It’s very very 
very wrong. We are ail very 
scared," she told Reuters. 

Milosevic vowed on Saturday 
to resist “NATO military despo- 
tism" indefinitely, standing fast 
in his refusal ro granr autonomy 
to Kosovo’s majority Albanians 
under an international peace plan 
already signed by them. 

Crowds at the rock concert 
waved Yugoslav and Greek flags 
— Greece is the only NATO 
member openly opposing the air 
strikes — and carried banners 
making caustic jokes about a 
downed NATO warplane and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

“An anti-Western mood has 
definitely set in. NATO's con- 
stant claims to be targeting the 
Serbian military and not civilians 
has absolutely not won over the 
beans and minds of the people” ' 
said independent journalist 
Dejan Anastasijevic. 

Clinton and U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright have 


broadcast messages to the Serb 
people — hera in Serbian — 
swearing that the West has noth- 
ing against them, only against 
Yugoslav forces rampaging 
against ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo. 

“The whole idea (of the bomb- 
ings) was to protect Kosovo 
Albanians, but the effect is the 
opposite.” Anastasijevic told 
Reuters, alluding to rejwrts of 
Serb paramilitaries running 
amok in Kosovo since the bomb- 
ings began. 

“The stories about atrocities in 
Kosovo are being mostly ignored 
or described as a preparation for 
a ground offensive by tbe (ethnic 
Albanian) Kosovo Liberation 
Army with NATO serving as its 
air force." 

Politics aside, Belgrade resi- 
dents said shops remained well 
supplied with bread and ocher 
staples but cigarettes were report- 
ed to be scarce and fuel nowhere 
to be found. Authorities have 
diverted most fuel to the miliary. 

“There isn't even a black mar- 
ket for petrol or diesel any 
more." said one professional 
who must use his car frequently. 

Belgrade's streets, much more 
subdued by day since NATO’s 
attacks started, turn desolate at 
night when the alliance is 
believed most likely to swoop. A 
virtual blackout cloaks the city 
with all bur a few traffic and 
bouse lights switched off. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pope makes Palm Sunday 
peace appeal for Balkans 

VATICAN CITY (API - I" a Palm Sund . a> ' P"? 
appeal. Pope John Paul II urged a rctu ™ to 
ating table to resolve the Kosovo eonfl.cL He^d he 
was praying that understanding a™ 1 Po „ js 

come “the forces of hate" m the Balkans. T™ ™pe is 
with those who suffer, and to all he shout - 

the hour of peace. It is never too late to mee g 

date." John Paul said. The Pope spoke a' ^ end of a 
three-hour mass opening holv week semce_ He 
blessed palms and olive branches dunng the semce 
moved inside St. Peter's Basilica after wyendal rains 
pounded Rome during the night. Smee the o a r 
attacks began, the Pope has expressed his disappomt- 
ment that the peace talks broke down. He said hoped 
the olive branches can be “the symbol of that *® r 
which the peoples of the Balkan region yearn. John 
Paul said he was praying so that the "prince of peace 
inspire “all those who take up arms.' Palm bunaay 
begins a week of solemn ceremonies that culminate on 
Easter, when faithful recall the resurrection ot Jesus 
Christ. On the Pope's public schedule this week are a 
holy Thursday service in a Rome basilica and partici- 
pation in the Good Friday evening procession at the 
Colosseum. He is to lead a vigil service Saturday night 
and mass in St. Peter's Square on Easter Sunday. 

NATO air strikes split Germans 
on cold war lines 

BONN (R) — NATO air strikes on Yugoslavia have 
raised a cold war ghost in Germany, with public opin- 
ion split along the pre-1990 east-west divide, opinion 
polls showed on Sunday. While a clear majority sup- 
ports Germany's first offensive military action since 
World War 1J. support is concentrated in the western 
part of the country and backing is weak in the former- 
ly communist east. A poll for the focus news weekly 
found that 56 per cent of people supported Germany's 
involvement in the NATO air strikes, with 36 per cent 
against. Eight per cent gave no opinion out of a sample 
of 1,000 people, the survey by the Polis group found. 
In western Germany there was’ 60 per cent support, but 
in the east just 39 per cent back the air raids. A second 
poll found 69 per cent support for the air strikes in 
western Germany, with just 30 per cent against. In the 
east, support was 41 per cent with 5S per cent against, 
the poll also of 1.000 people, by the Emnid research 
group for Spiegel magazine found. Emnid gave no 
national Figures. The air strikes have won broad sup- 
port from Germany's mainstream political parties but 
have been vehemently opposed by the small Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDSl — successor to East 
Germany's communists who were toppled a decade 
ago. The PDS organised a rally on Saturday in Berlin 
against the air strikes which drew a crowd of 5,000. 
Police reported minor scuffles and several arrests of 
Serb demonstrators. 

‘Japanese university 
finds HIV destroying enzyme’ 

TOKYO (AFP) — A Japanese research group has 
found an antibody enzyme which deals a fatal blow to 
the AIDS-related HIV by destroying its protein, a 
report said Sunday. The discovery, made by the team of 
biology professor Taizo Uda at Hiroshima Prefecture! 
University, could pave the way for a remedy for the 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), the 
Sankei Shimbun said. Uda's team studied amino acid 
in the human immunodeficiency virus and succeeded 
in extracting an antibody enzyme that destroys the pro- 
tein. the new spaper said. It is highly possible that the 
AIDS virus becomes inactive after the protein is 
destroyed, it said. Antibodies are substances present in 
or produced by the body to fight against diseases. The 
research is to be unveiled at a Japanese pharmacology 
meeting starting Monday, the Sankei said. 

Bosnia minister dies 
after car bombing 

SARAJEVO (R) — The deputy interior minister of 
Bosnia's Muslim-Croat Federation died on Sundav 
almost two weeks after being injured by a car bomb 
attack, the BH press news agency reported. Jozo Leutar 
died in a Sarajevo hospital, the agencv said, quotin'* 
the doctor on duty Zvonimir Vinik. No official com- 
ment was immediately available. Leutar. who was 
praised by Western diplomats for fighting corruption, 
was leaving for work when a bomb wrecked his car in 
downtown Sarajevo on March 16. Bosnian Croat lead- 
ers branded the attack an ‘an act of terrorism" but there 
was no clear indication who was responsible. The inci- 
dent came at a time when Bosnian Croats were increas- 
ingly complaining about their status inside the Muslim- 
Croat Federation, which together with the Serb 
Republic makes up post-war Bosnia. 


Pilot of downed F-117 Stealth fighter rescued 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The pilot of a U.S. F-117A 
Stealth fighter that went down 
over Yugoslavia was rescued 
and whisked to safety in a 
bold behind-the-lines mission, 
(he Pentagon said Sunday. 

Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon acknowl- 
edged the loss of the aircraft 
— one of the most sophisti- 
cated and expensive war- 
planes in the world — late 
Saturday, hours after 
Yugoslav stale television 
began airing images of the 
burning wreckage of the dis- 
tinctive delta-winged fighter 
near Belgrade. 

The rescue put a good news 
ending on an embarrassing 
loss as the NATO air cam- 
paign enters its fifth day. 

“The pilot has been rescued 
and is safe at an allied base. 
He and the combat rescue 
team that rescued him are aJi 
safe,” Bacon said at a late 
news conference at the 
Pentagon. 


The F-117A Nigbthawk 
Fighter, which according to the 
video on Serbian television 
had the markings identifying 
it as home-based in Holloman 
Air Force Base in New 
Mexico, had been flying mis- 
sions over Yugoslavia from 
the Aviano Air Base in Italy, 
military sources said. 

The pilot, who was not iden- 
tified, returned safely to 
Aviano, a NATO spokesman 
said Sunday, adding that he 
was in “good condition”. 

According to NATO it was 
the first loss of an alliance 
plane since hostilities against 
Yugoslavia began 1 on 
Wednesday. 

President Bill Clinton said 
he was “pleased with the 
news” of the rescue and 
expressed .pride in the multi- 
service team that carried it off 
successfully. 

From President Clinton on 
down. U.S. officials have 
warned that Yugoslavia's air 
defences pose a serious threat 


to U.S. and other allied air- 
craft flying bombing mis- 
sions. 

But after hundreds of com- 
bat missions without a single 
loss, the radar-evading F-117 
was seen as virtually untouch- 
able. 

Bacon, who said the fighter 
went down at 2000 GMT 
while on a bombing mission, 
refused to provide details 
about what may have gone 
wrong. 

“We do not know, for 
instance, what caused this 
plane to crash,” Bacon said. 

He said tbe Pentagon had 
been focusing all its efforts on 
locating and rescuing the 
pilot, and would now turn its 
attention to learning what 
went wrong. 

‘Td like to stress both the 
bravery of the pilot and the 
heroism of the rescue team. 
They performed in a way that 
makes all Americans proud,” 
Bacon said. 

Bacon would not say how 


the rescue team pulled it off. 
or even how long it took them 
to Find the downed flier. 

“There may well be other 
times we have to rescue pilots, 
and the less said about our 
techniques about rescuing 
pilots, the better for their safe- 
ty,” he said. 

Helicopter-borne search and 
rescue have been deployed in 
the region for Operation 
Allied Force. 

Typically, A-10 Thunderbolt 
attack planes or F-I6 Falcons 
provide air cover for the heli- 
copters, ready to make straf- 
ing runs if necessary, air force 
officials said. 

EA-6B Prowler electronic 
warfare jets and F-16s armed 
with HARM anti-radar mis- 
siles guard stand watch 
against any surface-to-air mis- 
siles. 

Bacon brushed off concerns 
that F-l 17s loss may give 
away the secrets of its high 
tech Stealth technology. 

“From the pictures I saw on 


television, I' m not sure there's highly sophisticated technolo- duce " he said. 

going to be much left. This is gy and it’s not easy to repro- Meanwhile at NATO head- 



quarters in Brussels and in 
Washington officials did their 
best to dampen speculation 
that NATO ground troops 
would have to be deployed to 
arm twist Milosevic into com- 
pliance. 

The president has made it 
clear we will not introduce 
ground troops into combat or 
any hostile environment," said 
David Leavy. spokesman for 
‘VfNauonal Securitv Council 
^SC) in Washington. 

.. VVe Can accomplish our 
military objective with air 
power, and that is what we are 
focused on." he added, stating 

government line. 
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( Reuters photo) C ^ °* ^ Ire ’ P^Pk perished in the blaze which spread quickly after a truck caught fire 


Firemen douse last ‘hot 
after Mont Blanc tunnel 


CHAMONIX, France 
(AFP I — Firefighters on 
Sunday managed to douse 
the last “hot spot*' in the 
Mont Blanc tunnel, five 
days after a catastrophic 
fire killed 40 people. 

The death toil may rise, 
authorities cautioned as a 
special police team arrived 
to help identify those who 
died in the raging inferno. 

“It is not impossible that 
more victims will be locat- 
ed under the debris of pan 
of the tunnel roof, an area 
which we have not yet 
been able to check." said 
Commander Philippe 


Gaultier of the Haute- 
Savoie fire and rescue ser- 
vices. 

Firefighters extinguished 
the blaze Friday, 52 hours 
after it broke out on a 
Belgian truck crossing the 
11.5 kilometre tunnel that 
links France and Italy. 

In all, 27 people were 
rescued by emergency ser- 
vices — 10 on die Italian 
side and 17 on the French 
side — after police reacted 
within “five minutes” of 
the fire staning. 

Officials said Sunday 
that the last lingering hot 
spot several hundred 


metres long had been 
cooled to around 30 
degrees Celsius and that 
powerful spotlights were 
being installed to enable 
investigarors to examine 
the scene. 

The temperature inside 
the tunnel reached 1,300 
degrees Celsius at its 
hottest. 

“Almost all that was left 
of the trucks was their 
axles, the asphalt is gone, 
melted, and die road is 
nothing but ashes and 
pieces of the roof which 
came off in whole slabs,” a 
fire team commander said 


spot’ 

tragedy 


Saturday. 

Forensic experts were 
struggling Sunday to iden- 
tify victims who were 
burned beyond recogni- 
tion. So far only five bod- 
ies had been positively 
identified, Bonneville 
prosecutor Bruno Charve 
said. 

“It is very hard work. 
I’ve never seen anything 
like it,” a gendarme said. 

Motorists in at least 34 
vehicles — 23 of them 
trucks — were incinerated 
when the fire turned the 
tunnel into a smoke-filled 
hell, officials said. 


Seven Indian policemen injured 
defusing bomb in Hindu holy city 


AYODHYA, India (AFP) 
— Seven Indian police- 
men were injured, two 
seriously, on Sunday while 
trying to defuse a powerful 
lime "bomb in this Hindu 
holy city, officials said- 

The "bomb, weighing 
eight kilogrammes, went 
off at a police station soon 
after it was recovered from 
a crowded railway station 
in Ayodhya, a police 
spokesman said. 

Two members of the 
bomb disposal squad were 
in critical condition and 
rushed to Lucknow, capital 
of Uttar Pradesh state, 
while five others were 
treated in a hospital here 
for pellet injuries. 

The bomb had been set 
to explode at 7:30 a.m. 
(0200 GMT), coinciding 
with the arrival time of 


two express trains at the 
railway station in the town, 
about 700 kilometres from 
New Delhi. 

The railway station is 
located barely half-a-kilo- 
metre from the site of a 
1 6th-century mosque 
which was razed by thou- 
sands of Hindu fanatics in 
December 1992, sparking 
bloody Hindu-Muslim vio- 
lence in India that left 
some 2.000 people dead. 

The police said the bomb 
was hidden in a cloth bag 
and concealed under a 
bench at the railway sta- 
tion. 

A vendor who became 
suspicious of the bag alert- 
ed the police. 

Police spokesman K.B. 
Mishra said the bomb was 
taken to a police station. 

“As the policemen were 


defusing it the bomb 
exploded,” he said. 

The police said “some 
terrorist group” may have 
been behind the attempted 
bombing. 

The authorities immedi- 
ately sounded a high-secu- 
rity alert in Uttar Pradesh 
state, which is governed by 
Prime Minister AtaJ Behari 
Vajpayee’s Hindu nation- 
alist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (Indian national 
party. BJP). 

The prime minister is 
now visiting the state capi- 
tal Lucknow. 

The incident occurred a 
day after Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Kalyan 
Singh, a Hindu nationalist, 
announced in Ayodhya a 
$5 million scheme to 
develop the city into a 
tourist centre. 


Hundreds of thousands 
of Hindus have been 
camping at Ayodhya dur- 
ing the past week to 
observe a religious festival 
to mark the birth of Hindu 
warrior god Rama. 

“It is an attempt to desta- 
bilise Ayodhya.” charged 
Vinay Katiyar. a former 
parliament member and a 
leader of the BJP. 

“We are lucky the bomb 
was detected,” said Ninnal 
Katri, an opposition leader. 
“It is frightening to visu- 
alise what would have 
happened otherwise.” 

Hindu fundamentalists 
allied to India’s ruling 
coalition are determined to 
build a temple at the site of 
the razed mosque, claim- 
ing it to be the birthsite of 
Rama. 


Virus outbreak under control’ 


KUALA LUMPUR 
(AFP) — Malaysian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad 

Badawi appealed for 
calm Sunday amid an 
encephalitis outbreak 
that has killed 63 peo- 
ple. saying the situation 
was under control. 

-We view the situa- 
tion as serious but it is 
under control. We need 
not panic. All measures 
including by local and 
foreign experts are 
beins taken to contain 
the outbreak." he was 
reported as saying by 
the official Bernama 
news agency. 

Abdullah *' as 

appointed Wednesday 
to replace Health 
Minister Chua Jui 
Mens to head a 
revamped cabinet task- 
force, charged with 
curbing the epidemic 
which has triggered a 

health scare. 

The deputy premier 
said local authorities 
and experts from 
Australia. Taiwan and 

the Atlanta-based 

Centres for Disease 
Control, had coordinat- 
ed their efforts to halt 
the pig-borne viral dis- 


ease. 

Emergency areas had 
been identified and the 
approach — of mass 
pig slaughter, intensive 
fogging and vaccina- 
tion — appeared to be 
producing results, he 
said. 

The task force, group- 
ing 10 ministries, 
would discuss the cost 
of the pig culling and 
assistance to the vic- 
tims. at their meeting 
Tuesday, he added. 

The epidemic broke 
out in pig farms in 
northern Perak state in 
October and was 
reported to have killed 
15 people before 
spreading to southwest 
Negeri Sembilan two 
months later, crippling 
Malaysia’s 1.5 billion 
ringgit ($395 million) 
pig-rearing industry. 

Soldiers were daily 
killing thousands of 
infected pigs in Negeri 
Sembilan, Perak and 
central Selangor states. 
Authorities are consid- 
ering electrocution to 
speed up the operation, 
now done by shooting. 
The pig carcasses 

would be incinerated to 
prevent an outbreak of 


the disease in the 
future, Bernama cited 
Transport Minister 
Ling Liong Sik as say- 
ing. 

Malaysia, admitting it 
is facing an emergency, 
has sought foreign 

expertise to diagnose a 
new virus suspected to 
be responsible for most 
of the 63 deaths. Only 
IS of the deaths were 
confirmed to be due to 
the Japanese encephali- 
tis (JE). 

Foreign experts said 
initial tests showed the 
new virus was a “close 
relative” but “distinct” 
from the hendra strain, 
named after a suburb in 
Brisbane, Australia, 
where it affected horses 
and humans in 1994. 

The government 
would give priority to 
prevention, control and 
treatment. Health 
Minister Chua report- 
edly said Sunday. 

“The main problem to 
our mind is the hendra- 
related virus. At the 
same time, we must not 
forget the preventive 
and control measures 
for JE. 

“We do not know 
much at this moment 


about the hendra-relat- 
ed virus. In terras of 
public health, in terms 
of preventing people 
from getting infected, 
we assume the worst- 
case scenario.” 

Workers at pig farms 
and abattoirs were told 
to adhere to strict 
hygiene methods as the 
new virus can be killed 
simply by soap and 
detergent, he added. 

Opposition lawmaker 
Lim Kit Siang called on 
the government to offer 
a 200 ringgit ($53) 
compensation to farm- 
ers for each pig killed. 

“The crisis faced by 
the victims... are too 
big for the pig farmers 
or any community to 
handle and requires full 
government interven- 
tion and rescue.” Lim 
said in a statement. 

In an editorial, the 
New Sunday Times 
newspaper said the 
“importance of a posi- 
tive maintenance cul- 
ture has been brought 
poignantly home” by 
the epidemic and that 
had modem farms been 
built, Malaysia would 
have been spared the 
crisis. 
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Jiang again dogged by 
human rights in Austria 


VIENNA (AFP) — Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin reiterat- 
ed Sunday his defence of 
Beijing's human rights record, 
on issue which continued to 
dog him on the final leg of a 
three-nation European tour. 

A small group of demonstra- 
tors chanted “Free Tibet” as 
the 72-year-old leader arrived 
for talks at the Hofbuig former 
imperial palace in Vienna, 
where Jiang met Austrian 
President Thomas KlesriL 

Jiang, who has already trav- 
elled to Italy and Switzerland, 
said rights were linked to eco- 
nomic development among 
other factors, adding that 
Western Europeans did not 
know enough about China's 
situation to fully understand it. 

The main aim of Jiang's 
visit, on which he is accompa- 
nied by an 80-strong delega- 
tion. is to boost economic and 
political ties. But the rights 
issue has followed him wher- 
ever he goes. 

Klestil also broached the 
issue in the two men's talks 
Sunday morning, saying later 
he had raised the subjects of 


rights, religious freedom and 
Tibet. 

Jiang said afterwards: “On 
the question of human rights, 
there is much common ground 
between China and Western 
countries, but at the same time 
there are many differences of 
opinion. 

“This is due to different his- 
torical and cultural back- 
ground. It is also due to the dif- 
ferent level of economic devel- 
opment and many other fac- 
tors," be added at a joint press 
conference. 

■ Jiang said many people in 
Europe did not know the reali- 
ty of China’s human rights 
policies. “We live in a multi- 
faceted and colourful world, so 
we shouldn't demand the same 
from all countries,'' he said. 

“We welcome the fact that 
people from all levels increas- 
ingly come to China to see the 
situation with their own eyes,” 
he said 

Jiang has been seeking to 
boost cooperation between 
Beijing and Europe in what 
diplomats see as a bid to warm 
ties at a time when relations 


with the U.S. are strained. 

His trip has also been cloud- 
ed by the Kosovo crisis, which 
has erupted into air strikes 
while he has been in Europe. 
Beijing is firmly opposed to 
NATO's use of force over the 
troubled Serbian province. 

Kosovo was not mentioned 
during the joint press confer- 
ence, at which only Austrian 
and Chinese journalists were 
allowed to ask questions. 

The rights protesters outside 
the Hofburg Sunday were kepi 
at a safe distance as Jiang 
arrived but shouted their slo- 
gans through megaphones, 
while their brightly coloured 
banners attracted the attention 
of tourists. 

“Taiwan is not a part of 
China,” read one banner held 
aloft by the protesters on the 
Heldenplatz (Heroes’ Square) 
in front of the Hofburg palace. 

Jiang, who strived Saturday 
from Switzerland also had 
scheduled meetings with 
Chancellor Viktor Klima and 
other officials, as be prepares 
to end his European trip on 
Tuesday. 


Underlining the trip’s eco- 
nomic focus, Chinese Foreign 
Trade Minister Shi 
Guangsheng — part of the 80 
strong delegation accompany- 
ing Jiang — was due to meet 
his Austrian counterpart 
Johann Famleimer Sunday. 

It is the first trip by a Chinese 
head of state to Austria, a 
country on the eastern edge of 
the European Union which has 
strong economic links with the 
ex-communist states of central 
Europe. 

Above all Jiang wants to 
downplay the human rights 
issue which clouded his trips to 
both Italy and Switzerland. 

In Rome Jiang was heckled 
by a number of small but vocal 
rights protests, while both 
Italian President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro and premier Massimo 
d’Alema raised the rights 
issue. 

Then in Switzerland Jiang 
reportedly lashed out at local 
officials for allowing protests 
outside the federal palace 
building where he was sup- 
posed to be received with fill! 
military honours ceremony. 


Huge rally against Taiwan N-power plant project 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Some 2,000 
slogan-shouting protesters took 
to the streets here Sunday after 
the government approved {dans 
for a controversial nuclear 
power plant in northern Taiwan. 

Some angry protesters with 
yellow headbands reading 
“Opposing nuclear power ro 
save Taiwan” pelted eggs and 
water-filled balloons at the 
Atomic Energy Council offices. 
No dashes were reported. 

Riot police had cordoned off 
the council building and erected 
barbed wire fences before the 
protesters arrived. 

The cabinet-level council 
issued a licence for the 170 bil- 
lion Taiwan dollar ($53 billion.) 
power plant project on March 
17, sparking a new wave of 
objections to the project. 

Demonstrators demanded that 
Hu Chin-Pi ao, head of the coun- 
cil, step down. 


Kao Cheng-Yen, leader of the 
conservationist campaign, insist- 
ed “money must not be spent on 
tie risky project” and vowed to 
“have the fourth nuclear power 
plant project be killed forever.” 

The march commemorated the 
Three Mile Island inddent in the 
United States 20 years ago to 
highlight the potential risk of the 
project. 

The state-run Taiwan Power 
Co. (Taipower), the island's sole 
power supplier, has three nuclear 
power plants in operation. 

The island's fourth plant is to 
be located in the coastal town of 
Kungliao. Taipei county. Its 
reactors are scheduled to come 
on line in 2004 and 2005 respec- 
tively with a total capacity of 2.7 
million kilowatts. 

The demonstrators also 
marched to Taipower and the 
economic mini soy before arriv- 
ing at the presidential square. 


where an “action drama” 
designed to mimic what they 
said was a holocaust arising 
from a nuclear incident was 
played. 

They alleged the licence was 
illegal as Taipower had not con- 
ducted an environmental impact 
report despite altering the design 
of the two reactors. 

Lin Yi-Hsiung, chairman of 
the opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party, blasted the 
council's approval describing 
the step as “illegal”. 

Defending the project 
Taipower official Hsu Ku said 
Taiwan has to continue with the 
project if it wants to diversify its 
energy sources. 

“In a country tike Taiwan, 
eggs must not be put in just one 
basket” be added. 

Thermal power makes up 7 1 .9 
per 'cent of the electricity 
Taipower generates, with hydro- 


electric power accounting for 
10.4 per cent and nuclear power 
17.7 per cenL 

Hsu said Taipower’s power 
reserve ratio now standing at 93 
per cent would slip by four per 
cent without the new nuclear 
power plant The ratio of peak- 
load consumption against power 
supplier's capacity stands at 
around 20 per cent in industri- 
alised countries, he said. 

The fourth nuclear power 
plant project was first unveiled 
19 years ago but shelved follow- 
ing objections from conservation 
groups and residents. 

In Taiwan's first referendum in 
May 1994, as many as 96 per 
cent of Kungliao residents 
objected to the plant 

Hitachi and Toshiba of Japan 
and General Electric of the 
United Stares won a $1 .6 billion 
contract in 1997 to build the two 
reactors. 
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Right message 
at right time 

THE EUROPEAN Union's endorsement of 
the Palestinian people's right to statehood is 
a positive development that will enable 
President Yasser Arafat to delay the decla- 
ration of a state until after May 4. The 
Palestinians' right to a state of their own on 
the land of Palestine is not only a matter of 
self-determination bnt also a right recog- 
nised by the international community in the 
1945 partition plan of historical Palestine. 

* All international human rights treaties 
and conventions begin with a provision call- 
ing for the total and full respect for the 
exercise of the right of self-determination 
by all peoples. The EU may have adopted 
this position in order to lessen the pressures 
on Arafat, and to give him assurances that 
when the time comes the EU members will 
recognise the Palestinian state. During his 
recent visit to Washington for talks with 
President Bill Clinton, Arafat asked for a 
clear-cut U.S. commitment in favour of the 
Palestinians’ right to exercise the right of 
self-determination. It seems that 
Washington was hesitant to go that far in 
public lest it offends Israel. 

With Europe’s commitment to the princi- 
ple of creating an independent Palestinian 
state on Palestinian soil, what remains to be 
settled is the timing of the birth of such a 
state. As Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien had said during Arafat’s visit to 
Ottawa last week, the Palestinian people 
cannot wait indefinitely for Israeli coopera- 
tion to attain this inevitable objective. 
Likewise the EU has expressed the same 
sense of exacerbation with Israel when it 
called for a speedy negotiating process that 
will lead to the birth of a free and sovereign 
Palestine. Even the majority of Israelis have 
reconciled themselves to this inescapable 
conclusion. Only Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and his hard-line 
supporters stand in the way. We trust that 
this sole obstacle would be removed when 
Israeli voters cast their votes in the upcom- 
ing May election. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RATS Mahmoud Rimawi said the European Union’s 
support for the establishment of a Palestinian state in princi- 
ple and of negotiations for that purpose is not something new. 
The union’s 1 5 members have always been favoured the right 
to self-detrmination in line with the Western civilisation’s 
principles. The declaration carries “symbolic” compensation 
to the Palestinians who have suffered since the Jewish state’s 
establishment, in which Europe participated, added Rimawi. 
The declaration also carried a clear message to the US. 
administration, which is unable to take a balanced stand 
regarding the crisis, thanks to the “tight” internal political and 
elections considerations, according to the writer. Rimawi 
added the Israeli protest against the declaration reveals the 
great confusion inside Tel Aviv’s rightist groups, which con- 
sider the monopolisation of people’s rights as a sustainable 
philosophy. Lade of “ethics" and insistence on misusing the 
fruits of peace are controlling the Israeli government, a so- 
called peace partner, which is in fact one of the peace's first 
enemies. 

AL DUSTOUR’S editorial said the recent European Union 
(EU) decision to support the Palestinian’s right to self-detr- 
mination. including the right to establish an independent state, 
is a positive and important development to achieve this legit- 
imacy. There is no doubt that the decision is excepted to pos- 
itively effect the Middle East peace process, especially that it 
comes within the framework of international diplomatic 
efforts to discuss the declaration of an independent state 
ahead of the Israeli elections, added the editorial The 
Palestinians welcomed die ElTs declaration, while Israel 
rejected it However, the newspaper said, the world is waiting 
for the U.S. to announce its stand, which has always been in 
support of Israel and contrary to that of the international com- 
munity, according to the editorial. The paper welcomed the 
ElTs stand and toped that the move will encourage the U5. 
government to “unchain” itself from political commitments 
to Israel and respond to international justice. 


Exploiting our options before TRIPS becomes reality 


ON NOVEMBER 24, 1997, 
the Jordan-EU Association 
Agreement was signed, 
with Jordan committing to 
apply the Trade Related 
Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (better 
known as TRIPS) agree- 
ment to the pharmaceutical 
and chemical industries 
within three years from the 
date of entry into force of 
the agreement or from the 
accession date to the World 
Trade Organisation ("WTO), 
whichever happens earlier. 

The local pharmaceutical 
industry, which is not 
presently compliant with 
TRIPS, is not a producer of 
patents. Accordingly, a new 
competitive strategy is need 
at once. The industry is 
considered Jordan’s third 
most important industry 
(after tourism and raining, 
respectively) in terms of 
size. It employs 5,000 
workers with an annual 
product of U.S.S180 mil- 
lion. of which 70 per cent is 
exported. Furthermore, 
almost 40 per cent of all 
drugs produced by the 
industry are likely to be 
affected because TRIPS 


protects both the process by 
which a drug is created and 
the final product (current 
Jordanian intellectual prop- 
erty legislation protect only 
the final product not the 
process). The remaining 60 
per cent are either drugs 
whose patents have expired 
or are generic. 

Also, the sector's expen- 
ditures on research and 
development although 
among the highest in the 
nation, do not exceed two to 
three per cent of sales, with 
the majority of the funds 
allocated to ensuring the 
stability of the drug com- 
pound rather than on 
inventing new drugs. 

Hence, it is extremely 
doubtful that Jordanian 
drug manufacturers will 
become successful inven- 
tors in three years. 

The good news, as far as 
the pharmaceutical industry 
is concerned, is that the 
agreement has not yet 
entered into force because 
neither the Jordanian 
Parliament nor any of the 
parliaments of the EU 
member states have ratified 
iL 


Hence, the time limit 
given to the pharmaceutical 
industry will probably 
expand to the year 2003, 
particularly since accession 
to the WTO is most likely 
to occur by the end of 1999. 
The year 2000 will witness 
the start of a new interna- 
tional negotiations round, 
which usually results in 
greater demands from 
prospective entrants. The 
bad news, also as far as the 
industry is concerned, is 
that the 2003 horizon is 
nigh. 

What strategic options are 
available to the industry? 
There are two general com- 
petitiveness strategic 

Options: Either become an 
innovative leader in terms 
of inventions, creativity and 
value added, or be the low- 
est cost producer, the most 
efficient producer. The for- 
mer is clearly a long shot 
because it is almost impos- 
sible for the pharmaceutical 
industry, given the present 
inadequacies and estab- 
lished habits, to become an 
innovative world leader in 
the short run. Furthermore, 
acquiring the use of patents 


Economic Review 



Dr. Yusef Mansur 

from large companies 
through licensing agree- 
ments may prove futile for 
many because of the size of 
the Jordanian market vis-a- 
vis other regional markets 
such as Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia. Therefore, the latter 
option is probably the more 
feasible competitive strate- 
gy because the Jordanian 
industry can become a low- 
cost producer by reviewing 


the value chain (all the 
stages of production of the 
good or service! of its prod- 
ucts and focusing on 
increasing efficiency in any 
or all the stages of produc- 
tion. 

fri other words, the pre- 
sent 15 manufacturers must 
identify their areas of 
strength in generic and 
over-the-counter drugs and 
study all the stages of man- 
ufacturing, marketing, sale 
and distribution to deter- 
mine their areas of compet- 
itive advantage. Since most 
of the components and the 
packaging are imported, 
few' would be able to claim 
that they have a cost advan- 
tage in manufacturing. 
Furthermore, their market- 
ing techniques and efforts, 
domestically and abroad, 
are well below' state-of-the- 
art. On the other hand, their 
areas of strength are in sales 
and distribution with well 
established distribution 
chains in North Africa and 
Asia. This is where the 
industry should concentrate 
its activities building upon 
existing advantages imme- 
diately to become not only a 


distributor of its ov. n gener- 
ic druss but also an interna- 
tional' distributor for the 
lamer companies. Thus, a 
short run dilemma is 
resolved and cost leader- 
ship is generated. 

Moreover, a long-run 
stratcsiv would be to chan- 
nel future profits acquired 
from the sales and distribu- 
tion activities to the produc- 
tion of Jordanian patents, 
‘riven that other economic 
Factors are also encouraged 
and become even more 
favourable. 

In short, there is a signiti- 
cant need for strategic plan- 
ning by Jordanian industri- 
alists. Globalising entails a 
change in strategic thinking 
and picking not only sur- 
vival strategies, but win- 
ning strategies. 

Competitiveness may even 
be encouraged b> the recog- 
nition of TRIPS and other 
intellectual property legis- 
lation. But this is only feasi- 
ble if the correct strategies 
are in place. What is needed 
are well-informed decisions 
and timely action for the 
drug companies to choose 
what not to do. 


Pinochet sets the precedent: 

No way out for Milosevic when the bombs stop 


By Gwynne Dyer 

“THE OFFICIAL position 
of defendants, whether 
heads of state or... officials 
in government depart- 
ments. shall not be consid- 
ered as freeing them from 
responsibility or mitigating 
punishment." reads the 
Charter of the International 
Military Tribunal that tried 
the Nazi leaders after the 
World War II. But Serbian 
dictator Slobodan 

Milosevic had no reason to 
worry about that, because 
the Nuremberg trials were 
only for Germans. 

Last Wednesday’s land- 
mark ruling by Britain’s 
Law Lords that being a for- 
mer head of state gives for- 
mer Chilean . dictator 
Augusto Pinochet no 
immunity from prosecution 
for crimes he committed 
while in power is another 
matter entirely. It means 
that Milosevic cannot 
afford to lose power if he 
hopes to avoid prison or 
the gallows. But whether 
that makes him more or 
less likely to end the war 
quickly is another ques- 
tion. 

It’s true that Milosevic 
already had to worry about 
the international tribunal 
that has been created for 
Bosnia, the scene of the 
worst crimes of mass mur- 
der committed under his 
auspices. However, the 
danger of prosecution was 
actually pretty limited. 

It could be a problem for 
Milosevic if one of his 
leading Bosnian Serb 
henchmen, like Radovan 
Karadzic, was captured, 
and spilled the beans to the 
Hague tribunal about the 


orders he received from 
Belgrade. But it would not 
be in his own interests to 
confess, and until NATO 
lost patience in Kosovo 
and started bombing on 
Wednesday, men like 
Karadzic faced little risk of 
arrest anyway. NATO 
troops were leaving them 
alone to keep Bosnia quiet. 

But now' Milosevic faces 
a much higher risk. He 
could lose power in 
Belgrade if he allows allied 
troops into Kosovo ro 
supervise a peace agree- 
ment there. He could also 
fall if he goes on defying 
NATO, and his own people 
overthrow him to stop the 
bombing. Either way he 
becomes, like Pinochet, an 
ex-head of state — and 
probably an exiled one. 

That is never an ideal sit- 
uation. but it has proved 
both safe and comfortable 
for other ex-dictators from 
Haiti’s ‘Baby Doc’ 
Duvalier (now living in 
France) to Ethiopia’s Haile 
Mariam Mengistu (in 
Zimbabwe) to Uganda's Idi 
Amin (in Saudi Arabia). 
The precedent created by 
the British ruling makes 
them all vulnerable to 
extradition. 

Insofar as Pinochet him- 
self goes, the judgement is 
only a limited triumph for 
international justice, for 
the Law Lords ruled that he 
could not be extradited for 
any charges that were not 
criminal offences in Britain 
at the time. 

So since Britain only 
incorporated the provisions 
of the International 
Convention Against 
Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading 


Treatment or Punishment 
into its own Criminal 
Justice Act in 1988. 
Pinochet can only be extra- 
dited to face trial for 
crimes he committed after 
that date. 

This is good news for 
Pinochet, since the mass 
murders and sytematic tor- 
ture of thousands mostly 
happened in the first years 
after his coup in 1973. Of 
the 30 charges Spain origi- 
nally brought against him. 
it must agree to try him 
only for ihree post- 1988 
instances of torture and 
murder before Britain will 
agree to send him to 
Madrid for trial. And ihere 
are still several further 
legal hoops to go through 
in Britain before even that 
comes to pass. 

But the Law Lords did 
say, quite unequivocally, 
that being an ex-head of 
state no longer confers 
immunity from prosecution 
for all offences. In Lord 
Phillips’ words: 

“International law is on the 
raove....There are some 
categories of crime so 
grave that they shock the 
consciousness of mankind 
and...any individual who 
commits such a crime 
offends against interna- 
tional law.” 

Lord Saville, who char- 
acterised Pinochet as “a 
prime example of an offi- 
cial torturer.” said that 
Pinochet lost his immunity 
from extradition when 
Chile. Spain, and Britain 
all ratified the Torture 
Convention in 1988. 

“If there were states that 
wished to preserve such 
immunity (for their heads 
of state) in the face of the 


universal condemnation of 
official torture, it is per- 
haps not surprising that 
they kept quiet about it,” 
he said. 

For those younger dicta- 
tors who were still killing 
and torturing people after 

If Milosevic 
loses power in 
the collapse... 
there are not a 
lot of places he 
can go that 
would shelter 
him from the 
demands for 
extradition that 
would surely fol- 
low him. When 
you are respon- 
sible for killing 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
people, you 
must expect 
some 

resentment 


1988, the ruling is a night- 
mare. After they lose 
power, they are vulnerable 
to demands tor extradition 
not just from the country 
they ruled, but from any 
other country whose 
nationals they murdered — 
demands that could pursue 
them no matter where they 
take refuge. 


Just os Spain has asked 
Britain to extradite 
Pinochet for the murder 
and torture of Spanish cit- 
izens in Chile and else- 
where. so Canada could 
ask France to extradite 
Duvalier for the murder or 
torture of people with dual 
Haiti an -Canadian citizen- 
ship — and the fact that he 
was a head of state when 
he ordered the crimes no 
longer gets him off the 
hook. 

Now put yourself in 
Milosevic’s shoes. This 
fourth Balkan war of the 
90s is his Iasi — after 
Kosovo, “Yugoslavia" fi.e. 
Serbia) he has no oiher 
non-Serb republics left to 
drive into revolt — and 
Milosevic risks losing 
power in the collapse. If he 
does, there are not a lot of 
places he can go that would 
shelter him from the 
demands for extradition 
that would surely follow 
him. When you are respon- 
sible for killing hundreds 
of thousands of people, 
you must expect some 
resentment. 

In fact, the only safe 
haven for Milosevic, if he 
must leave Belgrade, are 
Russia or Belarus, where 
the principle of “Slavic 
solidarity” blots out all his 
sins. (Never mind that 
most of his victims were 
also Slavs, and that other 
Slavic countries, from 
Poland to Ukraine to 
Bulgaria, can iell the dif- 
ference between mass mur- 
derers and Slavs worthy of 
support). 

Even Russia and Belarus 
would not be completely 
safe havens, for their 
courts must treat extradi- 


tion requests from their 
major creditors and trading 
partners seriously. So what 
goes through Milosevic's 
mind as he contemplates 
the end-game that has now- 
begun? 

Perhaps not very much, 
for he just sits in the dark 
drinking a good deal of the 
time. His circle of advisers 
is so narrow that he may 
not even understand the 
implications of the 
Pinochet decision. But if 
he does, how will it affect 
his decisions in the next 
days and weeks? 

Not very positively, for 
he may well conclude that 
fighting all the way to the 
last ditch is likelier to keep 
him out of jail than making 
a deal that might turn him 
into an ex-head of state, an 
exile and a target for extra- 
dition. On the other hand, 
it is clear that NATO is 
desperate to cut any deal 
that will save it from hav- 
ing to commit ground 
troops to drive Serbian 
forces out of Kosovo. It 
would be quite willing to 4 
leave Milosevic in power 
in Serbia proper if the 
Serbs themselves don't 
throw him out. 

So on balance, he is like- 
ly to lough it out for a 
while, and then look for a 
deal in which NATO itself 
recognises him as the legit- 
imate ruler of a yet more 
shrunken "Yugoslavia." 

You can extradite ex-heads 
of state, but you can’t 
extradite ruling ones. 


By Michael Shehadeh 

WHEN FEDERAL 

AGENTS, backed by local 
police, barged into my 
home and arrested me at 
gunpoint, I thought they 
didn’t know what they 
were doing. I presumed 
they had gotten the wrong 
address. Today after twelve 
years of fighting the gov- 
ernment attempts to deport 
me, it is clear to me they 
knew exactly what they 
were doing. It was all part 
of a larger plan. 

The government wanted 
to establish a legal prece- 
dent against immigrants 
whose political views were 
deemed undesirable. They 
thought that if they accuse 
Palestinians. On February 
24, the supreme court 
handed the government 
what it was seeking. The 
court has decided to pre- 
clude federal courts from 
jurisdiction over constitu- 
tional challenges in a 
deportation setting. The 
government can deport 
immigrants for their politi- 
cal opinions. 


‘As hard as I 
try to refer to 
myself and 
family as we 
Americans, 
the supreme 
court 

decision in the 
back of my 
mind keeps 
pushing back 
you foreign- 
ers’ 


I immigrated to the 
United States in 1975 to 
escape persecution. I came 
to this country to speak and 
live freely. I made America 
my home because I wanted 
to raise a family in a secure 
and safe environment. We 
have always been a law- 
abiding family. However, 
when I spoke out in favour 
of Palestinian self-determi- 
nation and independence I 
found my home and family 
threatened and my freedom 
taken from me. I was 
deemed dangerous by the 
government when l advo- 
cated an independence day 
for the Palestinians similar 
to the fourth of July we 
Americans celebrate. 

As hard as I am crying to 
refer to myself and family 
as we Americans, the 
supreme court decision in 
the back of my mind keeps 
pushing back you foreign- 
ers. 

We spend large sums of 
money on the Middle East. 
We invest lots of time and 
energy in that region. We 
send our daughters and 
sons there in harms way. 


We need to know all the 
political perspectives per- 
taining to independently 
make up our own minds 
based on a balanced 
knowledge of the situation, 
and not only on what the 
government tells us. How 
many times has the govern- 
ment lied to the people. 
Watergate. 

Iran/Contragate. and all 
the others gates that fill 
volumes? The government 
wanted to stifle immigrants 
from speaking their opin- 
ions: the supreme court has 
given them the means to do 
so. 

My views in support of 
Palestinian independence, 
once unpopular, are now 
mainstream. The PLO, 
once considered a terrorist 
organisation, is now a part- 
ner of our administration in 
the pursuit for peace in the 
Middle Hast. This is what 
I’ve always advocated: 
why then, does the govern- 
ment want to deport me? 
After examining 10,000 
pages of evidence, the 
lower courts saw this case 
for what it is. a blatant 


attack on free speech, and 
ruled against the govern- 
ment. J udge Stephen 
Wilson of the Los Angeles 
district court said that this 
case borders on the outra- 
geous. William Webster, 
head of the FBI at the time 
of the arrest, testified 
before Congress that we 
bad never engaged in anv 
criminal conduct. It is rime 
for the Justice Department 
to drop this case before it 
does more damage. 

If the injustice of Justice 
Scalia's opinion is allowed 
to stand, it will be devastat- 
ing to our democracy. He 
wrote: The executive 

should not have to disclose 
its real reasons for deeming 
nationals of a particular 
country a special threat or 
indeed for simply wishins 
to antagonise a particular 
foreign country by focus- 
in 8 On that country's 
nationals. 

What this in essence 
means is that the intern- 

- of Japanese 
^fiencans was lawful for 
simply wishing to antago- 
nise a foreign country, and 


that it could be repeated 
against the Chinese, Iraqis. 
Serbians. Libyans. 

Sudanese and the 
Palestinians. 

It is McCarthyism all 
over again. Only this lime 
not communists but immi- 
grants are being targeted. 
The chilling effect of the 
supreme court’s decision 
would render millions of 
lawful residents speech- 
less. 

As an immigrant I am 
being stripped of mv right 
lo speak freely, as an 
American I a ' m being 
stripped of my right to hear 
other immigrants speak 
freely. It is a losing propo- 
sition for all of us.” 

— Michael Shehadeh. 

. ° in Carden Grove . 
if. Western Regional 
Director of the American - 

Arofc Anti-Discrimination 
Committee. He is one of 
the so-called “LA. Eight," 
are facing deporta- 
tion^ charged b\ the INS 
under terrorism laws for 
supporting a Palestinian 
rights organisation. 


McCarthyism revisited — the case of the L.A. Eight * 
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Japan sends robots 
to keep elderly company 


By Kazuhiro Shimamura 

Agence France Presxe 

T0K . Y0 — Japan's Mat- 
sushita Electric Industrial 
Co. Ltd. has developed 
robooc bears, cats and 
tigers as pets to comfort 
the growing number of old 
people in the country. 

With 27 per cent of the 
population expected to be 
over 65 by 2025. it expects 
a growing and increasingly 
^.lucrative market for a gad- 
get that can even save its 
owners' lives. 

Weighing just one kilo- 
gramme. the furry robot, 
available in cat, tiger and 
bear varieties, smiles and 
delivers verbal greetings 
when touched, according 
to Matsushita spokesman 
Yoshihiro Kitadeya. 

A microchip inside the 
pet stores every interaction 
with its owner and analy- 
ses the log to decide for 
itself when to wake up and 
kick off a conversation 
with a friendly "good 
morning." Kitadeya said. 

"Its eyes are composed 
of a liquid crystal display 
^panel so the robot can 
^smile at you or act like a 
living pet by simulating 
sleepy eyes” said the 
spokesman. 

The robotic pet’s infor- 
mation logs can be 
accessed through telecom- 


munication links such as 
mobile telephones to mon- 
itor interactions with own- 
ers living without human 
company. 

Depending on how you 
programme it, the pet can 
start conversations when a 
room is quiet and help 
monitor the user's health ” 
said the spokesman for 
Matsushita, maker of 
brands such as Panasonic, 
Technics, National and 
Quasar. 

A long period of silence 
from an owner can trigger 
the pet to make a mobile 
telephone call informing 
caretakers or relatives of a 
possible problem. he 
explained. 

“In the past, robots like 
this could only mimic the 
motions of real animals 
solely for the purpose of 
entertainment." said 
Kitadeya. 

Now the questionable 
fortune of having a robotic 
pet for company is avail- 
able at a cost of about 
50,000 yen ($420) each 
and 500,000 yen with the 
whole remote-monitoring 
system. 

The pets are scheduled 
for release in 2001. 

Matsushita isn’t the only 
company seeking to prise 
open the wallets of the 
elderly. 

At least one company 


has been featured in the 
media for offering an ash- 
storage system for land- 
short Japan. 

Once your relative has 
passed on, the firm offers 
to store the ash in a ware- 
house. 

At a special shrine, visit- 
ing mourners simply key 
in their own code and the 
right ashes are automati- 
cally delivered to the spot, 
ready for prayers to be 
offered. 

On the Internet, home 
pages are available for rel- 
atives to pay virtual visit 
to ancestors’ graves from 
anywhere in the world. 

Matsushita Electric 
Works Ltd., a leading elec- 
tric equipment and con- 
struction materials maker, 
already sells products tar- 
geted at the older market, 
from special bathtubs to 
"friendly" stairways. 

It built a high-tech nurs- 
ing home last year with 
each of its 80 rooms 
equipped with monitoring 
systems and “barrier-free” 
furniture. 

“We expect making 
products for the elderly to 
become one of the compa- 
ny’s major businesses in 
the near future.” said the 
company's General Man- 
ager of Public Relations, 
Tomio Kado. 


Turk Islamist marathon man: 

Jailed but not forgotten 


By Pelin Turgut 

Reuters 

ISTANBUL — The crowd 
chanted God’s blessings, 
the steel gates of die 
Pinarhisar prison opened 
and the popular Islamist 
former mayor of Istanbul 
vanished into what many 
secularist Turks hope will 
be eternal political obliv- 
ion. 

But when Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan began a 10-month 
sentence for sedition this 
weekend, the Islamist 
Virtue Party bade farewell 
to a man clearly unbowed 
in his ambidon to lead. 

At the mosque where he 
said final prayers, the faith- 
ful cried "God is greatest” 
and brandished pho- 
tographs of his youthful 
moustachioed face. 

Women wearing Islamic- 
style head scarves and 
head-to-toe black chadors 
flanked a crowd of men 
prostrate in prayer. 

"This song cannot end 
here,” he said in an inter- 
view before his imprison- 
ment. “Politics is not just 
about holding a seat, it is 
about the place you have in 
people’s hearts.” 

Marathon-runner Erdo- 
gan, 44, is widely seen as 
one of a new generation of 
more moderate Islamists. 

Gone are heavy beards. 


calls for an islamic eco- 
nomic order, the liberation 
of Jerusalem, the declara- 
tions of kinship with Libya 
and other staples of fire- 
brand Islamist rhetoric that 
led to the banning of 
Virtue's predecessor, Wel- 
fare. 

As mayor of Turkey's 
biggesr city, his popularity 
went beyond Virtue sup- 
porters — and therein lay 
the danger of the man. 

Critics see him and his 
like as wolves in sheep's 
clothing. 

Their style may be differ- 
ent. the smile easier, but 
they share in the same con- 
spiracy to create an Islamic 
regime. 

Erdogan is accused of 
showing bias in awarding 
contracts to Islamist firms 
and donating student schol- 
arships to supporters. 

In his youth, Erdogan 
abandoned ambitions in 
professional soccer after 
being hand picked for ora- 
tory skills by Necmettin 
Erbakan, the conservative 
architect of Turkey's 
Islamists. 

Downfall the same poetic 
skills that marked him out 
in youth as a future leader 
would bring about his 
downfall some 20 years 
later. 

“The mosques are our 
barracks, the domes our 


helmets, the minarets our 
bayonets and the faithful 
our soldiers." he said in a 
fiery address to supporters 
in south east Turkey. 

The subsequent court ver- 
dict was a bitter pill to 
swallow. 

Erdogan faces a lifelong 
political ban, one of the 
most prominent victims of 
a secularist clamp down on 
political Islam. 

Only days ago Virtue 
pressed in a stormy parlia- 
ment to repeal the law used 
to jail him. But the bid 
failed, resisted by secular- 
ist parties and, behind 
them, the army. 

Bans in Turkey come and 
go. however. President 
Suleyman Demirel and 
Prime Minister Bulent Ece- 
vit are among dozens of 
leading politicians exclud- 
ed for years from politics. 

Erdogan built a reputa- 
tion as a pragmatic admin- 
istrator who helped make 
Istanbul, chaotic home to 
10 million, slightly more 
habitable. He would have 
been a key asset at April’s 
elections, where Virtue 
hope to improve on the 20 
per cent vote that made the 
Islamists the biggest party 
in the outgoing parliament. 

"He’s a bard-working, 
honest man. Of course 
there was still corruption, 
but much less in this peri- 


od,” documentary-maker 
Hikmet Yenigun who 
works with Erdogan’s 
office, told Reuters. 

The son of migrants from 
the Black Sea region, Erdo- 
gan claims kinship with 
millions of second-genera- 
tion migrants from rural 
Anatolia to Istanbul who 
feel abandoned by the elite. 

“I sold water, simil 
[sesame bread rings], post- 
cards. And that is how r 
paid my school fees and 
bought my first [Koran] 
book," he said in a book 
interview’. 

He took charge of over- 
populated Istanbul in 1994 
with a 25 per cent voLe in 
mayoral polls that brought 
dozens of Islamists to 
power for the first time in 
Turkey’s 75-year secular 
history. 

Demirel spoke scathingly 
of a “dictatorship of the 25 
per cent." The army, which 
sees itself as custodian of a 
Western-style democracy 
and has carried out three 
coups in defence of it, was 
also unnerved. 

An Islamist-led national 
government was forced 
from power under military 
pressure in 1997 after a 
year in office. Welfare and 
its leader Erbakan w’ere 
banned. Erdogan was seen 
as a favourite to lead the 
successor party. Virtue, but 


hard liners prevailed with 
support behind the scenes 
from Erbakan. 

"Erdogan represents a 
different approach, this cre- 
ates tension within the 
party.’’ columnist Ali 
Bayraraoglu said. 

Some have predicted a 
split in Virtue, now itself 
threatened by a ban, into a 
“reformist’’ party under a 
man such as Erdogan and a 
more conservative group- 
ing influenced by Erbakan. 

Virtue was conspicuously 
silent on the loss of Erdo- 
gan. Few Virtue flags were 
seen in the crowd accompa- 
nying him to jail. 

Commentators say jeal- 
ousy among the party's old 
guard, as well as his own 
desire to maintain a low 
profile were at play. 

But both generations 
have in common their 
desire to keep the party a 
men-only dub. Women are 
relegated to special ladies 
commissions, although 
popular pressure has lead 
to female candidates being 
posted for the first time in 
April polls. 

Erdogan seems phlegmat- 
ic about his future life 
behind bars. 

“I'll learn English." he 
said. "It's something I’ve 
always lacked.” Then, of 
course, there is the poetiy 
book. 


1 — 







1 




BMflHk 



BH 



If you want to get fit, get fidgeting 




By Roger Dobson 

FORGET DIET ING, weight- 
lifting and all those work-outs 
— try fidgeting instead. 
Because, according to new 
research from the U.S. Mayo 
Clinic, tiny exercise performed 
often enough can have as big an 
effect as rigourous exercise 
done less frequently. 

Life's fidgets, those compul- 
sive tbot-tappers. head-nodders, 
side-slappers and finger-drum- 
mers. have been found to be 
natural-bom weight losers. 
They may irritate colleagues 
with their antics and annoy 
loved ones, but researchers 
have discovered that serial fid- 
gets can bum up 10 times as 
many calories a day as those 
who don’t suffer Iran involun- 
tary movements. What’s more, 
a fidget who is always on the 
move can bum up as many 
calories as would be lost in jog- 
ging or swimming sessions two 
or three times a week. 

Because different personality 
types are prone to fidget, the 
new research may help explain 
why. for example, neurotics are 
more likely to be thin than over- 
weight, and why the laid-back 
are more inclined to put on the 

pounds. 

The Mayo Clinic scientists 
examined what they call non- 
exercise activity thermogenesis, 
or NEAT, where we bum up 
energv without consciously 
doing exercise. Volunteers were 
given an extra 1.000 calories of 


food a day for eight weeks. AD 
put on weight, but some put on 
1 0 times as much as others. The 
researchers suggest that this dif- 
ference can be explained by 
NEAT. 

Many seemingly minor phys- 
ical activities could be covered 
by NEAT, including the physi- 
cal effort in maint ai nin g posture 
when sitting, the energy 
expended in standing up, or in 
foot-tapping — as well as gen- 
eral fidgeting, pacing, excessive 
movements of the head, and 
phantom piano-playing. Some 
involuntary hand and leg .move- 
ments are also categorised as 
NEAT activities. 

The theory behind NEAT is 
that although health advice has 
centred on planned physical 
activities, these are not the only 
ways the body can bum calo- 
ries. Every time the body 
moves, it needs fuel — and the 
greater the exercise, the greater 
die number of calories burned 
off and not convened into fiat 
But what the fidget research 
suggests for the first time is that 
a tiny exercise done often 
enough can have as big an 
effect as rigourous exercise 
done less frequently. 

Eight hours of vjgourous 
foot-tapping in the office, for 
instance, may equal one work- 
out session in the gym, or 30 
minutes of squash. 

And involuntary foot-tappers 
have been known bo keep going 
for such long periods without 
even being aware of what they 


are doing. 

Professor Greg McLatchie, a 
surgeon and sporting injury 
specialist at Sunderland Univer- 
sity, welcomes the findings: 
‘Foot- tappers use the big mus- 
cle of (he calf to get the foot to 
uip. The muscle has a metabol- 
ic rate and wifi bum energy dur- 
ing that activity. 

It has to be supplied with car- 
bohydrate energy, so in effect 
people who tap their foot for 
horns at a time are burning off 
calories.’ On top of that, he says, 
foot-tapping is also good for the 
circulation: ‘Some people can 
fidget for up to 10 hours a day. 
They may change their seat 
position constantly, or shuffle 
their feet, or correct their pos- 
ture and so on, while they are 
watching TV, waking at a 
computer a eating. We may 
not usually view these things as 
physical activities, but they are - 
and as a consequence they do 
help to keep weight down. 

T knew a suigeon in Glasgow 
who walked up and then (town 
a flight of stares between every 
operation he carried out.’ says 
McLatchie. 'He was obsessive 
about it and would do it maybe 
12 times a day. Even when he 
was sitting down talking over 
coffee, his foot would be tap- 
ping and his fingers playing a 
piano that wasn’t there. He was, 
by the way, also very thin.* Just 
why some people fidget and 
others don’t remains unclear. 

Some psychologists believe 
fidgeting is only found in par- 


ticular personality groups. Peo- 
ple who are neurotic, anxious, 
or under stress are among those 
thought to be pone to involun- 
tary movements like foot-tap- 
ping and fidgeting, which are 
known to work as a comforter: 
It also appears to occur at equal 
rates among men and women, 
but is mote common among 
children. 

One new theory here is that 
children may fidget, not 
because they are bored, but 
because they need to exercise 
their body. 

‘It’s entirely possible that cer- 
tain personality types are more 
likely to fidget.’ says 
McLatchie. ‘People who are 
relaxed and laid-back may be 
more inclined to put on weight 
than those who are slightly 
uptight or tense or worried.’ 
Mote research is now likely to 
take place, aimed at finding out 
which personality traits show a 
tendency to fidget. 

The findings from that work 
may well give a better under- 
standing of why some types 
shed weight more readily than 
others. 

But there is a downside for 
those who may now see foot- 
tapping as a soft option. 

According to McLatchie, 
people are either fidgets or they 
are not — and no amount of 
training wfll turn a non-fidget 
into a toe-tapper. For them, alas, 
the gym remains the only way. 

— The Guardian 


U.S. firm starts testing 
AIDS vaccine in Thailand 


By Maggie Fox 

Reuters 

WASHINGTON — Hard 
on the heels of the first 
AIDS vaccine trial in 
Africa, U.S. researchers 
said they had permission 
to start an advanced trial 
of an HIV vaccine in 
Thailand. 

VaxGen Inc., a Califor- 
nia-based company spun 
off from the biotechnolo- 
gy firm Genentech, said 
2,500 Thais at high risk 
for the disease would be 
recruited for the trial of 
the AIDS VAX vaccine, 
which has been tailored 
to work against the strain 
of HIV seen most com- 
monly in Asia. 

"This is the next step 
around the world,” said 
Dr. Donald Francis, co- 
founder of VaxGen and 
former director of the 
Centres for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention’s 
(CDCj AIDS efforts. 

“No one can ignore 
16,000 new infections a 
day of a virus that has 
essentially 100 per cent 
mortality, and the only 
way it’s going to be 
stopped is a vaccine. 
Everyone in the world 
should be rooting not just 


for us but for the whole 
process of vaccine devel- 
opment.” Francis said in a 
telephone interview. 


‘No one can 
ignore 16,000 
new infections a 
day of a virus 
that has essen- 
tially 100 per 
cent mortality, 
and the only way 
it’s going to be 
stopped is a vac- 
cine. Everyone in 
the world should 
be rooting not 
just for us but for 
... vaccine devel- 
opment 1 

— Francis 


Experts agree that, 
long-term, a vaccine is 
the only answer to HIV. 
Cocktails of strong drugs 
can keep the virus at bay. 


but they are very expen- 
sive, have severe side- 
effects and are hard to 
take. 

The A EDS VAX trials 
will be., done in 
methadone centres in 
Bangkok that are fre- 
quented by intravenous 
drug users who are at 
high risk of HIV infec- 
tion. The CDC estimates 
that 800,000 of Thai- 
land’s 60 million people 
are infected with the 
virus that causes AIDS. 

VaxGen bas already 
begun testing the vaccine 
— in Phase I and II safe- 
ty trials — on up to 90 
Thai drug users. In this 
third leg of trials, the vol- 
unteers. who are current- 
ly not infected, will be 
followed for three years 
to see how many do 
become infected. 

AIDS VAX uses GP120. 
one of the surface pro- 
teins on the coat of the 
HTV virus. The idea is 
that using one of the 
unique proteins would be 
enough to stimulate the 
body’s immune system to 
recognise and attack the 
viral invaders. 

Earlier efforts using 
GP-120, or the other sur- 
face protein G P-41, have 


not worked very well. But 
VaxGen has combined 
GP-120 from two differ- 
ent strains of the virus 
and thinks this one might 
work better. 

AIDSVAX has been in 
Phase HI clinical trials in 
the United States since 
last summer. It is the first 
of more than 45 AIDS 
vaccines in trials to make 
it to the last stage of test- 
ing before U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
approval. 

But efforts to develop a 
vaccine based on a live 
but crippled virus have 
been hindered by news 
that the live vaccine can 
eventually cause HIV 
infection in monkeys. 

Tests show so far that 
AIDSVAX stimulates the 
immune system. Whether 
this translates into pro- 
tecting against HIV 

remains to be shown. 

On Monday, the 

National Institute for 
Allergies and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) said it 
had started a Phase I safe- 
ty trial of another vac- 
cine. made by Rhone- 
Poulenc subsidiary Pas- 
teur Merieux Connaught, 
in Uganda. 


Campaign eyes end to preventable blindness 


Blindness is 10 
times more likely 
to happen to 
people in the 
! South than in the 
! North, and many 
j cases are pre- 
| ventable. Patrick 
! Lejtenyi reports 
% on an ambitious 
! campaign to wipe 
| out preventable 
! blindness by the 
I year 2020. 

THE NUMBER of blind 
people around the world 
: stands at 45 million andis 
! projected to double in -U 
I years. Most of the victims 
' will be in the developing 

! world. , . ^ 

J "People are lO ^mes 
more likely to go blind in 
| the developing world than 


people in the developed 
worid, and 80 per cent of 
these cases are pre- 
ventable,” says Vindy 
Baines, communications 
officer for Sight Savers 
International. 

Simple operations, medi- 
cine and education would 
drastically reduce the inci- 
dence of blindness, which 
is costing $25 billion a year 
in lost productivity world- 
wide. 

In response, a new cam- 
paign is aiming to eradicate 
preventable global blind- 
ness within the next 20 
years. 

The campaign and the 
umbrella organisation coor- 
dinating it are called Vision 
2020: The Right to SighL 
It’s a joint initiative of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and 19 

international eye-care char- 
ities. , . 

"Vision 2020 is pulling 
together all our efforts a lit- 
tle 0 bit tighter." said Bill 
McAllister, the British 

director for the Christian 


Blind Mission (.CBM). "We 
hope to raise the issue high- 
er up on the national agen- 
da and work even more 
closely together towards a 
common goal.” 

Vision 2020 will tackle 
four types of preventable 
blindness: Cataracts, river 
blindness, trachoma and 
child blindness. 

According to Britain’s 
Department for 

In terna tional Development 
(DFID ), nearly half of all 
blindness cases are due to 
cataracts. Affecting over 20 
million people, cataracts 
are a clouding of the eye's 
lens, which prevents light 
from entering the eye. No 
one is sure what causes it, 
but it is believed to be relat- 
ed to exposure to ultra-vio- 
let rays. That would put 
people living in sunnier 
southern countries more at 
risk than those in the north. 

A 20-minute operation, 
costing only £15, can 
remove cataracts and 
restore sight entirely. The 
challenge lies in getting the 


treatment to those who 
need it. “Many sufferers are 
too poor, too far away from 
medical centres or don't 
know that treatment exists," 
says Baines. 

Another leading cause of 
blindness is river blindness 
(onchocerciasis), a chronic 
and contagious disease 
caused by a parasitic worm 
spread by the black simili- 
umfly. 

“It is such a dreadful dis- 
ease because it affects 
entire villages," says 
Baines. “In some villages 
in Central and Western 
Africa 50 per cent of the 
adults are affected. It is the 
children who suffer most 
because they have to work 
or act as guides for their 
(blind) parents or grandpar- 
ents.' 7 

Many villages in afflicted 
areas have been abandoned 
altogether, as terrified peo- 
ple move away from the 
most fertile lands along 
fast-moving rivers to more 
arid areas inland. The eco- 
nomic burden this repre- 


sents to entire communi- 
ties, even to entire coun- 
tries. is vasL 

Sight Savers hopes that 
distribution of the drug 
Mectizan will eliminate 
river blindness by 2007. 

Trachoma is one of the 
oldest known infectious 
diseases and is responsible 
for 15 per cent of the 
world’s blindness. It is a 
disfiguring disease that, if 
left untreated, can perma- 
nently and irreversibly 
damage the eye. 

It thrives in areas with 
poor sanitation and water. 
Is spread through infected 
eye discharge and can 
strike entire families. 

“When a mother wipes a 
child’s eyes with the same 
cloth she wiped an infected 
child’s eyes, the vires is 
spread," says Baines. It is 
hoped that trachoma will 
be eliminated by 2020 
through surgery, antibi- 
otics, education, improved 
hygiene and access to clean 
water. 

According to the DFID, 


there are 1.5 million blind 
children in the world, 
mainly in Africa and Asia. 
A campaign to distribute 
vitamin A tablets and treat- 
ment programmes is under 
way to prevent further 
cases of childhood blind- 
ness. 

The WHO is coordinating 
the Vision 2020 pro- 
gramme but not funding it. 
That will remain the 
responsibility of the chari- 
ties. The most effective 
way to do that, says one 
eye-care charity executive, 
is to lobby governments. 

"We've handed a declara- 
tion on behalf of Vision 
2020 to Clare Short, 
(Britain's Secretary of 
State for International 
Development), and hope- 
fully the Labour govern- 
ment will match it with 
more funding” says David 
Coe, European executive 
director of Orbis. 

"We hope to put blind- 
ness on die political map 
and raise public aware- 
ness." 


Despite the lack of fund- 
ing from the WHO, the 
agencies say its endorse- 
ment gives Vision 2020 
valuable political credibili- 
ly, especially in the devel- 
oping world. Working 
within the WHO will bring, 
some hope, an unprece- 
dented degree of coopera- 
tion among the various 
charities. 

"It's a good-natured fit" 
says Coe. “We are all com- 
mitted to working under the 
WHO banner and are all 
collaborating at an incredi- 
bly high and successful 
level.” Each charity has its 
own specialisation: Orbis, 
for example, leaches and 
trains eye doctors in vari- 
ous countries. Sight Savers 
International and the CBM 
perform cataract opera- 
tions. The CBM is hoping 
to perform 400,000 cataract 
operations annually in the 
developing world. Others 
in the coalition set up and 
run clinics and distribute 
vitamins and tablets. 

The charities will also 


geographically separate 
their woric to reduce over- 
lap. 

The programme is ambi- 
tious, but those involved do 
not think it is beyond reach. 
McAllister believes talking 
simple economics will 
make governments sit up 
and listen. "When you tell 
the Indian government their 
blindness problem is cost- 
ing them $4 billion a year, 
they’ll listen. Ask them if 
they’d like an extra $4 bil- 
lion. see what they’ll say." 

Caring for eyes is one of 
the easiest, cheapest and 
most efficient types of 
health care. Orbis estimates 
it needs $180 million to 
reach its targets. Consider- 
ing the potential return, it 
could prove a worthwhile 
investment 

— Patrick Lejtenyi is a 
Canadian journalist work- 
ing on an internship at 
Gemini Nws Service. 
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Israel public sector strike escalates 


TEL AVIV (R)— Some 
400,000 Israeli public 
sector workers stayed 
home for a third day on 
Sunday after Israel’s main 
trade union and the 
finance ministry failed to 
strike a wage deal. 

“The strike was 
renewed at 6 a,m. (0400 
GMTV’ said Histadrut 
labour federation 

spokesman Levi Morav. 

The open-ended strike, 
which Histadrut officials 
said would intensify this 
week, was launched last 
Wednesday but was sus- 
pended during the Friday- 
Saturday Israeli weekend. 

The Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange and banks par- 


tially joined the strike by 
deciding to open late at 10 
a.m. 

The sanctions, called by 
Histadrut, have already 
hit government offices, 
hospitals, pons and local 
authorities. 

Rotting rubbish piled 
higher on the streets over 
the weekend. 

Officials at Ben Gurion 
International Airport 
warned of flight disrup- 
tions throughout the day 
and said take-offs would 
be halted for three hours 
in the morning. 

The week before the 
Jewish Passover holiday, 
which starts Wednesday 
night, is one of the peak 


travel seasons for Israelis. 

Finance Minister Meir 
Sheetrit refused to meet 
Histadrut chief Amir 
Peretz early on Sunday as 
planned, saying there was 
no reason to meet when 
the gaps between the sides 
were so wide. 

“There is no chance that 
we will answer their 
demands. There is no 
money to pay and we will 
not pay. We will not pay 
more than we can,” 
Sheetrit told Israel’s 
Array Radio. 

The Histadrut demands 
a 14 per cent wage 
increase to compensate 
for 199S and 1999 infla- 
tion. Inflation was 8.6 per 


cent in 1998. The treasury 
has offered a 3.85 per cent 
wage increase for those 
years. 

Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu has 
called the strike a political 
ploy to blackmail the gov- 
ernment in the mn-up to a 
general election on May 
17. 

Netanyahu has accused 
Peretz, running for parlia- 
ment at the head of a new 
Workers’ Party in the gen- 
eral election, of launching 
the strike for political 
gain. 

Peretz has rejected the 
charge. 


Customs Department stirs confusion 
by asking for detailed information 


Cautious Qatar adopts austerity budget 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar 
adopted an austerity bud- 
get for the coming fiscal 
year in case the price of 
oil, a main force in the 
emirate’s economy, does 
not rise rapidly, the offi- 
cial QNA news agency 
has said. 

Finance Minister Yussef 
Hussein Kamal said the 
budget, which runs from 
April through March, set 
aside 9.7 per cent less for 
spending than the previ- 
ous budget, QNA report- 
ed. 

Even so the new budget 


forecasts a $988 million 
deficit, seven per cent 
greater than the previous 
year’s deficit of $920 mil- 
lion. 

The new budget is based 
on an anticipated oil price 
of $10 a barrel, $2 less 
per barrel than the price 
on which the previous 
year's budget was calcu- 
lated. 

The austerity budget 
comes despite an agree- 
ment by Qatar and other 
oil exporting countries to 
cut production in order to 
boost slumping crude 


prices. 

Under Tuesday’s accord, 
Qatar, the smallest 
exporter in the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries, will trim 
production by 47,000 bar- 
rels a day as of April 1. 

The new budget fore- 
casts receipts of $2.89 bil- 
lion, a 15 per cent drop 
over 1998-1999, and 
expenditures of S3.88 bil- 
lion, a 9.7 per cent cut. 

Essential civilian ser- 
vices such as health, edu- 
cation and housin'? were 
spared any cuts, Kamal 


said. 

Oil accounts for 30 per 
cent of Qatar's gross 
domestic product and 65- 
70 per cent of the govern- 
ment’s revenues, accord- 
ing to Moody's financial 
evaluators. 

The country has been 
industrialising since 1994 
and has the world’s third 
largest reserves of natural 
gas after Russia and Iran. 

Its external debt was 
estimated at more than 
S10 billion in 1997, which 
ir is repaying at the rare of 
S645 million a year. 


Lebanese government accused of inaction 


BEIRUTCR) — 

Lebanon’s new govern- 
ment is squandering its 
chance to make vital 
reforms and has damaged 
the economy by failin g to 
promote the country 
abroad, the Beirut Cham- 
ber of Commerce has • 
said. 

“Of course the content 
of the budget is impor- 
tant, the timing of the 
budget is important.” 
Robert Debbas, vice pres- 
ident of the chamber, said 
of the delay in a new 
financial plan. “But the 
most important thing in 
our view is the marketing 
of Lebanon.” 

Debbas said the busi- 
ness community had 
hoped the government of 
Prime Minister Selim A1 
Hoss, which took office 
in December, would 

speed reforms neglected 
by former Prime Minis ter 
Rafik A1 Hariri while 
continuin'; his drive to 
restore Lebanon as a 
regional business centre. 

“The previous govern- 
ment put the marketing of 
Lebanon and the sale of 
the potential of Lebanon 


a bit ahead of the required 
improvements in laws 
and regulations,” Debbas 
said in an interview with 
Reuters. 

"We lost the marketing 
and unfortunately we did 
not start solving the main 
problems,” he said of the 
new administration. 

"This has disappointed 
all those who admired 
what has been done in 
Lebanon and this disap- 
pointment has caused the 
freezing of the economic « ■ 
situation,” he added.., 

Debbas criticised thff 
delay in a 1999 budget, 
originally planned for 
February and now caught 
inside the cabinet, saying 
the strategy would have* 
to be similar to that in 
Hariri’s last budget. 

"So far the tough deci- 
sions are not coming 
because we have a feel- 
ing that the government, 
in spite of all the public 
support that it has, is still 
looking for popular deci- 
sions. which is not what 
we were expecting," 
Debbas said. "The longer 
that is delayed the credit 
is reduced.” 


Debbas said he wanted 
the government to curb 
its role in the economy, 
especially trimming a 
bloated "public service, 
but did not want a freeze 
on Hariri's ambitious 
plans for rebuilding 
Lebanon from the 1975- 
90 civil war. 

“If they don’t want to 
take difficult decisions 
they are only going to put 
some makeup on the bud- 
get to improve its looks 
and to get a little more 
money from here and 
there.” he said. 

“We don’t mind doing 
that, provided it comes 
out very quickly and we 
prepare a budget for the 
year 2000 which is a 
completely different 
structure,” he added. 

The government has 
been struggling with a 
budget deficit that was 43 
per cent of spending last 
year. Servicing the public 
debt is taking up most of 
revenues. 

"We are aware of the 
necessity of tax rises.” 
debbas said. “What we 
are hoping for is for the 
government to think sole- 


ly of the development of 
the economy, not in col- 
lecting taxes. Taxes will 
come from the growth of 
the gross domestic prod- 
uct and this is the only 
way to get more money.” 
he stressed. 

Debbas would not fore- 
cast growth this year, but 
said conditions were very 
difficult. The government 
has assumed growth in 
gross domestic product of 
2-3 per cent, while pri- 
vate economists say it 
may be zero. 

Despite attempts by the 
government to lower 
expectations — which 
Debbas termed under- 
mining the dream that 
keeps Lebanese going — 
he was optimistic 
investors would return 
once they saw opportuni- 
ties had not changed. 

“We think Lebanon is a 
must for this part of the 
world and if they didn’t 
have it they would try to 
create it,” debbas said. 
“During the (war) events 
in Lebanon they have 
tried to replace Lebanon 
but they did not succeed.” 


By Saad G. Hattar 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
entrepreneurs have ques- 
tioned the legality and via- 
bility of controversial cus- 
tom directives which 
demand the declaration of 
what they term as unnec- 
essary data pertaining to 
imported goods. 

This wide-scale protest 
came in response to a move 
by the Customs Depart- 
ment. which demanded 
that all importers should 
detail further information 
about the source/sources of 
their imported goods on a 
separate sheet of paper, as 
of April 1- 

“The directives are still 
unclear and we have not 
yet reached a common 
ground regarding this 
issue, still under debate 
between the Customs 
Department and the private 
sector.” one economist told 
the Jordan Times. 

They warned of legal 
action against the Customs 
Department if it did not 
heed their demands and 
freeze the new regulations. 

The Customs Department 
had prepared those regula- 
tions a month ago, but it 
later froze the move pend- 
ing a compromise with the 
private sector. which 
protested the measures. 

But representatives of the 
private sector argued on 
Saturday that they were 
"caught by surprise” when 
the Customs Department 
announced that the regula- 
tions were to take effect 
starting April 1. 

Under those regulations, 
each importer should detail 
in a separate "special 
sheet” the source of the 
goods, and whether this 
source had paid commis- 
sions in the ev ent of having 
secured the goods from 
another destination. 

“It is a complicated pro- 
cedure, and we are not 
often privy to such a data. 
Nor do we see it relevant,” 
commented another econo- 
mist. 

“Shall we be liable if we 
inadvertently supply the 
department with erroneous 
information and is it imper- 
ative to divulge all infor- 
mation at any rate?” he 
questioned. 

The customs manifest 
should cover all related 
data, added the economist. 
“How could we come to 
know usually vague data 
relating to previous trans- 
actions?” 

The Customs Department 
did not specify the reasons 
behind the new regula- 
tions. but businessmen 


believe that they fall in line 
with Jordanian efforts to 
join the World Trade 
Organisation. 

Jordan is engaged in gru- 
elling talks with the WTO 
in bid to join this interna- 
tional body by the turn of 
the century. 

Customs reductions, pro- 
tection of intellectual prop- 
erty rights and higher stan- 
dard of produce are part of 
WTO pre-requisites for 
membership. 


Those regulations are 
enforced by WTO mem- 
bers, and Jordan could be 
preparing the ground for 
early membership in this 
organisation. 

But businessmen here, 
are wary of a possible 
backlash. 

"The regulations are still 
new, and we don’t know 
whether they would entail 
extra duty tariffs or taxes." 
said a Jordanian importer. 

“We already pay 127 


kinds of and. hence, 
vie are overburdened lul n 
extra expenses, he note**- 

Importers, however, are 
vet to detect possible finan- 
cial repercussions ot the 
new regulations nnd 
whether the> entail extra 
expenses. 

In this event, they 
have to resort to legal 
action to settle their Jiller- 
ences with the Customs 
Department. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


ACROSS 

1 Du Maurier 
classic 

8 Hart-eagle hart- 
lion creature 

15 Streaking 

16 Day-to-day 
grind 

17 ‘Hunters in the 
SnoW painter 

18 Guts 

19 Sd. class 

20 Like speedy 
service 

22 Small newt 

23 Make eyes at 

25 Not spoken 

26 Essential part 

27 “Two in 

Another Town' 

29 Also not 

30 More down? 

31 Ford flops 

33 Plato's teacher 

35 Hoodwink 

37 Rejections 

38 Diana Ross film 

42 Bun seed 

46 Shaffer play 

47 Dam-buflding 

49 bounty of SW 
England 

50 'Charley's * 

51 Small birds 

53 Actress 
Thompson 

54 Diplomat 
HammarskJoW 

55 Competed In a 
tilting match 

57 Daiquiri need 

58 Noted speakers 

60 Lacking 

serviceability 

62 Most sinewy 
and thin 

63 African wildcat 

64 Gives the go- 
ahead 

65 Theater 
troupes 

DOWN 

1 'Wayne's 
World' co-star 

2 Furious 

3 Trinkets 

4 A fere 

5 Gear teeth 



6 Sip-prevention 
device 

7 Brothers 

Band 

8 Reid of Jpts 

9 Charged 

10 Miniscule 

11 PartofTGIF 

12 Gradually 
disappearing 
affect 

13 Like navigable 
northern 
waterways 

14 Homemakers, 
of a sort 

21 Writer 
Umberto's 
famfly 

24 Just managed 

26 School groups 

28 SnaflHke 
gastropods 

30 Bear offspring 

32 Hot tub . 

34 Comic BID, 
informally 

36 Consigns 

38 Grassroots 
locations? 


39 Fish tanks 

40 SL Stephen's 
kingdom 

41 Actor Montand 

43 Cupidity 

44 Designed with 
standard units 

45 Paint choices 
48 Shenanigans 


51 Of less quality 

52 French 
legislative body 

55 'Pal ‘ 

56 mater (brain 

covering) 

59 Shakespearean 
contraction 

61 Label 
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Arab Bank Ltd. sees net profit growing 
to JD139 million at the end of 1999 

hvmM^^^^^2?^ ,KI|lroftlogrow f°^of]oans and credit facilities reached JEW^35J 

rnmiori- a 5.6 per cent or JD263.1 million guwfh 
l !Dmi wer *“ ^ roilta total a rhe ead of 1 m 
ttsi x tv ' lax es- the profit stood :ji ‘The bank maintained high liquidity rates which is 

at^tioealpd^folkS^taSS 

assec-Theralein 1997 was 5 1.4 percent,” the bank 

'f.T’T' ^ >he e"d o f 1W. the « pof- Beard Ctainnan Abdul Msjeed Shomaa tcJd Ihe 

i^rfrheArabB a nkCro U p a mo UnB di D S 2 aiB IIli |. general assembly rhat foOowiiits approval of the 
Mr*;™ allocation of dividends as recommended by the 

Norng^ net interests are tte mam source of ihe board, the shareholders’ equity will rise to JD820 

the anrount coDeaed in 1998 reached million compared to JD720 million at the end of 
JDZra^ miDton. JD40.I miUion °r 20 pet cent 1997. He indicated that all the treasures for dou- 
higner than the net interests earned in 1997. Net bhng die bank's capital were completed and the cap- 

mrerests presented 77 per cent of the total earnings ital now stands at JD88 million spread of S^million 
and was followed by income from commissions shares. “This is the fourth tune that ite shareholder 
whum amounted to JD6y_3 million compared to was given free bonus shares in addition to the divi- 

JD63.8 million earned during 1997. dends that were distributed in previous years," 

According to the 1998 annual report, "tte bank SbomansakL Additional figures showed the bank’s 
seeks to consolidate its income sources other than eamin-s totalled JD355 million last year compared 
net interests, through introducing new services and to JD310 million in 1997. Operational expenses 
prcducts outside the naefid oral activity of the bank." vwsre JD188^ million and JD1652 million respec- 

The report mentioned in this regard investment lively. Total assets stood at JD 1 1,743 million last 
funds and portfolios and other private bonking ser- year compared to JD 10,761 million at the end of 

v * ces ’ 1997. The bank paid JD39.8 million of income tax 

AJoqg the same lines, the 1 998 annual report said in 1998 (JD37.9 million in 1997i. 
the banks administration continued during 1998 “to As for the Arab Bank Group, total deposits 
invest in the future" and that resulted in higher reached JD10A12 miUion (JD9.630 million in 

administrative and general expenses which rose by 1997) and total shareholders equity stood at 

14.3 per cent, cr JD23.6 million, from JDI65.2 mil- JD 1, 754.1 million ODI.570.9 million in 1997). 

lion at the end of 1997 to JD18S.8 at the end of Earnings totalled $615.5 million compared to 

1998. “This increase is highly reasonable compared $577.5 million. Net profit after tax came to $223.7 

to the growth in the rest of the elements of the finan- million ($220.8 million in 1997). 

rial position," the report said stressing that the con- The general assembly approved the distribution 
trolling and monitoring spending remains an impor- of dividends at a rate of 30 per cent or JD3 per share, 

tant dement of the management operations and wiD The JD26.4 million in dividerxls were JD8.8 million 

continue to receive special attention ar all hires. over the amount distributed in 1997. Tk general 

The bank’s balance sheet at tbe end of last year assembly also authorised the bank to issue deben- 

showed total client deposits at JD7.957.8 milli on, tuns transferable to shares by amending die bank’s 

9.8 per cent or JD709 million higher than the articles of association and internal regulations (A1 

JD7.24S.8 million total at the end of 1997. The port- Ra'i + Al Dustour+AIAswaq). 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY^ MARCH 29, 199? 

By Linda C Block, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’re drawing a lot of 
attention today, and most of its favourable. You’re look- 
ing very good, and th3t’s important, because its kind of 
like you're on display. You’re putting on a performance 
for a very critical audience. The good news is. they love 
you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Somebody else is being 
pushed, and you’re getting pushed as a result. Its the 
domino effect with a slight difference. You don't like 
being pushed and don’t respond well to that sort of stim- 
ulation. The other person has the enthusiasm, but you 
have the common sense and the experience, so make 
your opinion known. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Love and marriage sure 
go together, and if your love affair needs a commitment, 
this is a good day to make it Looks like a friend may 
want to upgrade to a more intimate status, and that 
would sure do the trick. Don’t wail for the other person 
to make the first move. If you think its right, do that 
yourself. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Some say its whom you 
know that helps you become successful. Others say its 
what you know' that does the trick. For you today, its 
both. A marvellous opportunity could become available. 
If someone you trust recommends it just say yes. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) How long has it been since 
you and your favourite person had a real vacation? If the 
answer is never, what's the problem? Lack of money? Or 
lack of priority? If you make Paris in the spring a high- 
er priority than, say, drinking beer and eating pretzels, 
could you make it happen? Working together, you mighL 
VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) This looks like 
an excellent day to make an investment. Put your money 
in a place where it can grow, without too much risk, of 
course. Although you have (o act quickly, you should not 
act impetuously. Do the homework first. This is not a 
gamble. Its a strategy. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Sometimes 
you’re the best person to carry out a job, but not always. 
Today, for example, it looks like somebody else has bet- 
ter skills than vou do for a specific task that must be 
done. Instead of trying to learn how to do it yourself, 
simply delegate. The time you save will be worth the 

monev. , . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You and a 
friend really ought to think about going into business for 
yourselves. You could think of lots of jobs for other peo- 
ple to do. and that’s the basis of being a good entrepre- 
neur. Now all you have to do is think of a way to sell 

what they produce and you’ve got it made. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Your 
assignment for today is to be perfect, or as near as you 
can manaae. At first you might think its impossible to 
meet another’s expectations, but actually. « could turn 
out to be fun. Think of it as a game, and you re gorng for 
the championship. If you win, you get more than the 
prize. You set respect from a person you admire. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January ^0.) This is 
another -cod dav for love, and this time, travel may be 
required: You definitely need to get into an area with 
which vou are slightly unfamiliar Something unusual - 
a different neighbourhood, a different language- will 
add to the thrill. You may end up at your house, but get- 
tine there will be more than half the fun. 

AOUAWUS: (January 21 to February 19) One of your 
teir teas is in daneer .of being shot dovm today. 
Wtodv's ° 0 in° to be asking highly detailed ques- 
Somebody - c - . Ho*- much will -it cost? etc. 

rnoTrS go to bfa' len, if you haw all the 
£££. prep ®“d.-lf you don't, maybe you'd tetter get 

WSCESMSan- 20 to March 20) Ttae> another 
ireoiu y is coming into your 

indication today comes partially because 

account, possibl> - s sugges tions to heart. The 

you ve taken . a entetd parser „ ^ ^ 

bv people in high places. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine - Jasper 


Novaratis 
net profit 
rises 16 % 

BASEL, Switzerland (AFP) — 
Novaratis has reported a 16 per 
cent rise in 1998 net profit to 
6.06 billion Swiss francs (3.7 
billion euros, $4.1 billion), 
helped by large mexger cost sav- 
ings and gains in financial 
income. 

The full-year results were the 
second since tbe creation of the 
Swiss pharmaceutical group 
Novartis from the merger of 
Ceiba and Sandoz in 1996. 

Sales in the year rose by two 
percent in Swiss franc terms to 
31.7 Mb' on Swiss francs. 

Novartis said it was reaping 
tbe benefits of significant syner- 
gies made posable by the merg- 
er. By the end of 1998, the firm 
had realised cost savings of 1.7 
billion Swiss francs, amounting 
to 89 per cent of die planned 
three-year total and exceeding 
last year’s targets. 

In the key healthcare sector, 
revenues rose three per cent to 
17.5 billion Swiss francs. 

Sandimmun and Neoral con- 
tinued as the “gold standard" for 
use in transplantations, fetching 
1 .85 billion Swiss francs. Other 
big sellers included Aredia for 
cancer. Qbacen fra: hyperten- 
sion, Fbradil for asthma and 
Miacalric for osteoporosis. 
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U.S. desperately seeks skilled immigrants 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
With a booming economy 
and ever tightening labour 
markets, the United States 
is desperately seeking 
skilled immigrants — so 
much so that some lawmak- 
ers are thinking of changing 
immigration criteria. 

“There is an obvious mis- 
match between the prepon- 
derance of the current 
immigration flow and the 
direction of the American 
economy," according to 


James Edwards, author of 
The Congressional Politics 
of Immigration Reform. 

"The immigration system 
must change” he told a 
House of Representatives 
subcommittee on immigra- 
tion this week. 

Industries in some of the 
fastest growing sectors of 
the U.S. economy — com- 
puters. telecommunications 
and health care — are strug- 
gling to find qualified 
workers, he said. 
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Appearing before the 
same committee, William 
Archey, president of the 
American Electronics 
Association, warned that 
the “future growth of the 
U.S. high-technology 
industry, the most prosper- 
ous industry in the world, is 
threatened by a limited sup- 
ply of skilled workers.” 

He cited a February 1998 
study that found that 
American students in their 
final year of secondary 
school placed 1 9th in math- 
ematics in a survey of 21 
countries and 16th in sci- 
ence. 

Archey said many of 
those hired out of U.S. uni- 
versities by high-tech firms 
were non- Americans. 

In 1996, thirty eight per 
cent of Master of Science 
degrees in computer science 
awarded by U.S. universi- 
ties went to foreign stu- 
dents. Forty six per cent of 
PhD degrees in the disci- 
pline went to non-U.S. citi- 
zens — who later encounter 


difficulties obtaining visas 
to work in the United 
States. 

At the same time, accord- 
ing to congressional statis- 
tics, the skill level of immi- 
grants relative to U.S. citi- 
zens has been declining for 
years. 

"Some 300,000 legal 
immigrants without high 
school educations arrive 
each year,” said 
Representative Lamar 
Smith, at a time when “nine 
out of ten new jobs will 
require more than a high 
school education.” 

University of Illinois eco- 
nomics researcher Barry 
Chiswick told the commit- 
tee "the large surplus of low 
skill immigrants depresses 
wages and increases 
inequality and poverty." 

He called for “a more 
market-oriented approach" 
to immigration. 

“We should reduce 
emphasis on who you are 
related to and put more 
emphasis on what use the 


individual can be to the U.S. 
economy." 

Chiswick and other 
experts testifying here 
called for new standards for 
immigration, notably edu- 
cational achievement, abili- 
ty to speak and understand 
English, the education level 
of the spouse. 

A skilled immigrant is 
"better equipped to create 
wealth and jobs, better 
equipped for economic suc- 
cess and less unlikely to 
become charges,” said 
Edwards. 

But certain committee 
members took issue with 
such an approach, fearing it 
would lessen chances for 
many immigrants to realise 
“the American dream" and 
achieve economic security. 

They recalled members of 
their own families — grand- 
fathers and fathers — who 
arrived in the United States 
with nothing more than 
their courage and a willing- 
ness to work hard. 
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Trading doubles, prices 
rise at stock exchange 


IIIjMO 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Amman Stock 
Exchange's general price 
index recorded a slight 
increase during last week 
trading which doubled, the 
weekly bulletin showed 
Sunday. 

The two-page report indi- 
cated that the stock market's 
price index closed 0.91 
point higher at 182.71. 
points compared to 181.87 
points. 

The weekly turnover 
amounted to JD6.2 million 
compared to JD3.1 million 
in the previous week, the 
report indicated. 

It showed that the stock 
market’s major blue chips 
recorded increase in their 
prices, especially the Arab- 
Bank, which accounted for 
almost 25 per cent of the 
bourse turnover, followed 


by the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines and the Arab Potash 
companies. 

The industrial, banking 
and services sectors record- 
ed increase in their price 
index, 0.91, 0.35 and 0.19 
points respectively. 

The bulletin showed that 
the industrial sector won 
half of die bourse’s 
turnover, or JD3.1 million, 
where trading focused on 
mining and pharmaceutical 
industries. 

The Jordan Phosphate 
Mines ranked first with a 
turnover amounting to 
JD80L926 followed by the 
Arab Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Company 
and the International 
Tobacco Company for 
JD492v775--and JD473.189 
respectively. 

The Arab Bank, tbe stock 
market’s major blue chip 


ranked first among com- 
mercial banks with a 
turnover amounting to 
JD1.5 million. The bank’s 
share price closed at JD220. 

The services sector 
turnover amounted to JD 
226,052. where trading 
focused on the Jordan 
Electric Power Company 
and the National Portfolio 
Company. 

Out of the 59 firms that 
were traded on the floor, 25 
firms recorded increase in 
their prices, 20 registered 
decrease and 14 others 
remained unchanged. 

The parallel market 
turnover amounted to JD1 .4 
million, where the National 
and Multinational Engineer- 
ing ranked first among the 
firms that .were traded in 
this sector last week, with a 
turnover totalling 

JD46L0J2. 


Alstom, ABB merge energy 
units — turnover of $10.89 billion 


PARIS (AFP) — Engineering 
giants Alstom and Asea Brown 
Boveri (ABB) said this week 
they would merge their energy 
operations to form one of the 
world's biggest power and gen- 
erator producers. 

Tbe two firms will each bold a 
50 per cent stake in the new unit, 
which will be called ABB 
Alstom Power, Alstom, a 
Franco-Brinsh subsidiary of 
France's Alcatel, said in a state- 
ment. 

Alstom will hand ABB, a 
Swiss-Swedish group, a $1 .5 bfl- 
lion cash payment (1.4 billion 
euros) to compensate for tbe dif- 
ferent sizes of the two compa- 
nies. Energy production activi- 
ties at ABB represent a turnover 


of 72 billion euros, compared to 
2.7 billion euros at Alstom. ABB 
Alstom Power’s turnover, on the 
basis of 1998 figures, would be 
9.9 billion euros ($10.89 billion), 
it said. 

Improvements in efficiency 
and productivity and economies 
of scale are expected to produce 
cost savings of about 400 million 
euros ($450 million) within sev- 
eral years, the statement said. 

“Over die next three to four 
years the objective is to substan- 
tially increase the joint compa- 
ny's margins and to achieve 
above-average profitability," tbe 
two firms said. 

The merger is subject to regu- 
lator approval and should take 
place "by July,” an Alstom 


spokesman told AFP. 

“We are convinced that ABB 
Alstom Power will be success- 
ful,” ABB president and chief 
executive officer. Goeran 
Lindahl, said in the statement 

“It will, in short, be the most 
complete power generation com- 
pany in the world,” be added. 
Lindahl is to become chairman 
of the new group's supervisory 
board. The new company, to be 
headquartered in Brussels, will 
comprise all of Alstom’s energy 
sector activities, including indus- 
trial gas turbines but excluding 
its heavy duty gas turbines of 
more tban 20 megawatts that are 
based cn production arrange- 
ments with General Electric 
(GE) of the United States. 
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Am ra Forum Hotel 
Shops. Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605 / 5920609/1 079/530007 

Web Site Is 

www.abdoun.com.jo 


StudiqH^ki 

Professional 

1 hour scfriep * 
Develop- yioiur 
.at our shop. arid get*-! .r* 

* JUMBO photo mtxs 
30%large r. - 

• Ftw enJmgmmmi 
2Qx.30.cm 

Shmeisant - Opposite 
Grlndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 
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QwBty Swvfoed Salteg 

★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay » Reasonable Rates 

5ih Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax; 567455J 

e-mail : emial® gP.com.jp 



SRNRBEL 


Real Estate 
S WEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tet. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 56961 83 




Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962 -G- 567331 2 
P.O.Box: 960446 
Amman-Ill 96, Jordan 

E-maJI: budget@gacwn.jo 

Ad iDdcpendeBi Budget mini Licensee 




5684311 - 5699634 EXT.42 


Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 

Open For Lunch & Dinner 
From 12:30 p.m. Until 12:30 a.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Swrifieh - AJ Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555, Amman-1 1 L 18 Jordan 


Shehrazad Restaurant 

Treat Your Guest in Style 

at the Highest Spot in Amman. 
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Krajicek recovers to beat it’s an all-Williams final in Upton 

French aiantkiller *uas3<m.-ja as— *•*»«— 

1 I Wilvll V| impressive sweep and will meet m an Williams ^dominated from the swrt se rvc to reach 6-6. 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) — 
Dutchman Richard 

Krajicek captured his 17th 
career title here Saturday 
when he outlasted 20-year- 
old French giantkiller 
Sebastien Grosjean in four 
sets in the final of the ATP 
Lipton Championships. 

In the hottest session of 
the 10-day tournament, the 
lowering 6ft 5in (lm96) 
Dutch seventh-seed scored 
a 4-6. 6-1. 6-2. 7-5 victory 
— ending the 2hrs 40mins 
showdown with his 24th 
ace. 

The win was worth a 
S360.000 top prize. 

Krajicek. the 1996 
Wimbledon ■ champion, 
struggled with stomach 
problems for much of the 
week. But he fought 
through the discomfort and 
stayed very much in charge 
in the second and third sets 
to claim his first United 
States title since a 1993 
Los Angeles triumph. 

Saturday’s win ensures 
Krajicek will rise three 
places to fourth when the 
ATP rankings are published 
on Monday. 

“Today the title was 
much more important than 
the ranking move.” 
Krajicek said after his vic- 
tory. 

“I was really struggling. I 
don’t what happened. Since 
Thursday morning I 
haven’t been eating well. It 
has weakened my system. 1 
was hitting some nice shots 
but after I did something I 
needed to recuperate. I 
needed to play economical- 
ly.” 

Krajicek, who never 
advanced past the quarter- 
finals at the event before, 
has now won two titles this 
year following his success 
in London last month. 

Grosjean. who ended 
Carlos Moya’s hopes of 
extending his reign as the 
new world number-one in 
the fourth-round on ■ 
Monday, saved five break 
points in the fifth game of 
the third set but finally suc- 
cumbed on the sixth — a 
fierce forehand by Krajicek 
kicked so hard that the 
Frenchman could only tap 
into the net. 

It gave Krajicek a 3-2 
lead and he never looked 
back. 

He held his own serve 
and then broke Grosjean 
again with two impressive 
running efforts — a sprint 
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Richard Krajicek of the Netherlands holds up the tro- 
phy after defeating Sebastien Grosjean in the men’s 
final, at the Lipton Championships Tournament. 
Krajicek won the match 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 7-5 (AFP photo) 
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Sebastien Grosjean of France reacts to a missed point 
against Richard Krajicek during the Lipton men’s final 
in Key Biscayne, Florida (AFP photo) 


into a crosscourt forehand 
winner and a rush to the net 
to put away a drop shot. 

Krajicek's next break 
came on a forehand winner 
to pull ahead 3-2 in the 
fouth set but Grosjean 
broke back to 4-4 on a dou- 
ble fault by Krajicek and 
had set point on Krajicek's 
serve before the Dutchman 
hit a winning overhead to 
hold to 5-5. 

That swung momentum 
for the final time. Grosjean 
sent a forehand wide to sur- 
render a break and Krajicek 
held serve for the victory. 

Krajicek had won their 
only prior meeting when 
Grosjean retired from their 
second-round match last 
year at Marseille, the 
Frenchman’s hometown, 
with a sprained ankle. 

Grosjean won the pivotal 
break of the first set to go 
ahead 4-3 wben Krajicek 
sent a backhand into the 
net The Frenchmen held 
serve twice to claim the set, 
the final time at love. 

Krajicek broke 

Grosjean ’s first serve of the 
second set and held serve to 
lead 4-1. The Dutchman 
then amassed three break 
points and pulled ahead 5-1 
when Grosjean sent an 
overhead smash into the 
net. 

Grosjean battled back 
with two break points in 
the seventh game, but 
Krajicek saved them with 
an ace and a forehand win- 
ner. Krajicek slammed his 
10th ace of the match three 
points later, then followed 
with a service winner to 
capture the set. 

It was Grosjean ’s first 
appearance in an ATP final 
and he was the first unseed- 
ed Lipton finalist since 
David Wheaton in 1991. 
He was also the youngest 
player to reach the final 
here since Michael Chang 
won in 1992. 


Fulham willing to release 
Keegan — Al Fayed 


LONDON (AFP) — Fulham owner Mohamed Al Fayed 
was Sunday reported as being willing to release England 
couch Kevin Keegan from his contract with the runaway 
English second division leaders. 

Keegan agreed to take the England job only for four 
matches because his Fulham contract runs for another 1 8 
months and he promised Al Fayed he would honour it. 

But Al Fayed told the Sunday Mirror he will let Keegan 
go if the former England forward changes his mind about 
doing the national team job permanently. 

Keegan’s reign began on Saturday afternoon with a 3- 
1 win over Poland at Wembley which revived hopes of 
qualification for the 2000 European championships. 

Al Fayed told the Sunday Mirror: “If the nation wants 
Kevin, the ordinary person wants Kevin and the FA 
wants Kevin then I will give him to England, no prob- 
lem. 

“The nation comes first the glory of the countiy — and 
that’s the sacrifice we will make at Fulham. 

“I will leave it with Kevin — he is the guy who has to 
make the decision. 

“If he wants to stay with Fulham, wonderful. But if the 
FA can’t find a replacement at the time his four-game run 
ends and he wants to go he can leave with my blessing.” 


The FA initially tried to persuade Keegan to become 
Glenn Hoddle's permanent successor. 

But Keegan agreed to take charge only for the Poland 
game, a friendly in Hungary on April 28 and two more 
Euro 2000 qualifiers — at home to Sweden on June 5 
and away to Bulgaria four days later. 

Although Al Fayed would be prepared to let Keegan go 
in the summer he admits it would be a wrench. 

“Kevin is a very special man. England’s gain would be 
Fulham's loss,’* he said. 

Keegan on Sunday indicated there could be a chance of 
him staying on after June. 

‘There might be a solution somewhere but I’m not 
going to look for that yet because I don’t think it’s the 
right time,” he said. 

*1 mean, who knows in the future? I’m not going to be 
rude to everybody and say to the England fans ‘that’s it, 
I don’t care.’ 

“What I’m saying is that we struck a deal, that’s what I 
want to stick to at the moment and then let’s see.” 


KEY BISCAYNE (AP) — Sisters 
Venus and Serena Wiliams scored an 
impressive sweep and will meet in an 
unprecedented family final in the 
Lipton Championships. 

Serena came from behind in both 
sets to beat top-ranked Martina Hingis 
of Switzerland. 6-4, 7-6 (7-3). Three 
hours later, Venus completed a 6-4, 6- 
2 victory over five-time Lipton cham- 
pion Steffi Graf of Germany. 

The all-sister women’s final will be 
the first since the Open era began in 
1968. When asked who would win, 
Venus said: “A Williams.’’ 

Serena rallied from a 4-0 deficit 
against Hingis to earn her 16th con- 
secutive victory. She needs one more 
for her third tournament title in a row. 

“I’ve worked really hard all my life 
since I was 4 years old,” said Serena, 
17. “There comes a time you have to 
start winning. All my hard work is 
finally paying off.” 

Venus, 18, showed a new dimension 
in her powerful game by playing 


Clippers 

cut 

Malone, 
Stockton 
down 
to size 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Karl Malone and John 
Stockton were held to sin- 
gle digits in scoring for the 
first time in more than 1 1 
years as the lowly Los 
Angeles Clippers posted an 
amazing 103-77 victory 
Saturday over the Utah 
Jazz. 

Despite having the worst 
record in the NBA, the 
clipper* i*3-24) made their 
third win of the season a 
memorable one as rookie 
Tyrone Nesby scored 14 of 
his 16 points in the first 
half to help push the 
Clippers into a 52-32 
advantage by the intermis- 
sion. 

Los Angeles was never 
threatened in the second 
half by the two-time 
defending Western 

Conference champion Jazz 
(21-7), whose lead atop the 
Midwest Division shrank 
to 1 1/2 games over the 
Houston Rockets. 

Malone finished with 
seven points on l-of-7 
shooting before being 
ejected after picking up bis 
second technical foul with 
9:44 left in the third quar- 
ter. Stockton scored just 
three points in 15 minutes. 

It was the first time since 
November 21, 1987 that 
both Malone and Stockton 
were held in single digits in 
scoring in the same game. 

Eric Piatkowski tallied 23 
points to lead the Clippers. 

“The nice thing is every- 
one played well, and for 
U.S. to win, we all have to 
play well,” Piatkowski 
said. “Our defensive inten- 
sity, our crashing the 
boards and our getting 
blocks all proved tonight 
that we can play with any- 
one in this league.” 

The Jazz came into the 
contest with the second 
best record in the league, 
but left with their third loss 
in their last four road 
games. 

In Oakland, Hakeem 
Olajuwon led the way with 
29 points as the Houston 
Rockets rallied from a 19- 
point deficit and extended 
their winning streak to 
seven games with an 87-86 
victory over the Golden 
State Warriors. 


patiently and waiting for Graf to make 
mistakes. 

Williams dominated from the start, 
taking a 3-0 lead in each set, and broke 
Grafs serve six times. 

Hingis, 2-0 previously against 
Serena Williams, was simply over- 
powered this time. Hingis' serve is the 
weakest part of her game, and the 
muscular Williams took advantage by 
repeatedly ripping return winners. 

But Williams also was erratic. She 
made nine backhand errors in one 
game alone, an 18-point marathon. 
The margin was lopsided in her col- 
umn for both unforced errors (49- 14) 
and winners (48-11). 

Williams lost 13 consecutive points 
in the early going, setting the tone for 
her streaky performance. 

T was like. ‘OK, when do you start 
playing?'” Hingis said. 

“She was just too confident. She 
thought I would miss everything.” 

After Hingis won the first four 
games, Williams won the next eight. 


Hingis then won five in a row for n 5- 
2 lead in the second sa «>»*<• 
Williams began her final charge. 

She broke Hingis’ serve to reach 6-6, 
hit three consecutive forehand - 
ners in the tiebreaker and ^mrmd > a 
another to close out the 
Williams then broke into a gnn. 
both hands and staggered aero* we 
court, as if overwhelmed b> her 

achievement. . 

“I guess it’s my biggest win. s he 
said. “I've never beaten the No. i 
player before, now that you mention 

it- 1 ' . .. ... 

“She played a great match. Hingis 
said. “It’s a good time for her. not tor 

me.” ... 

Despite the defeat. Hingis will 
remain No. 1 when the new rankings 
are released next week. Second-ranked 
Lindsay Davenport of the Lnited 
States withdrew from the tournament 
because of a sprained wrist after 
reaching the quarterfinals. 



Atlanta Hawks Steve Smith (R) tries to shoot over the top of Philadelphia 76ers Theo 
Ratliff in Atlanta, Georgia (AFP photo) 


Charles Barkley scored 
24 points and grabbed 11 
rebounds while Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 29 points 
and Scottie Pippen added 
16 and nine assists for the 
Rockets. 

Houston outscored the 
Warriors 35-14 over a 17- 
minute span bridging the 
third and fourth quarters. 

Antawn Jamison scored 
23 points for Golden State. 

In Atlanta, Theo Ratliff 
missed a pair of crucial free 
throws, setting the stage for 
Tyrone Corbin’s game- 
tying 3-pointer with 0.2 
seconds left that enabled 
the Atlanta Hawks to force 
an overtime period in a 
103-99 win over 
Philadelphia, 

Corbin drained a long 
bank shot to send the game 
into overtime. “It was a 
fortunate shot" admitted 


Corbin. “I threw it up high. 
It hit the backboard and I 
was fortunate enough to 
have it go in.” Allen 
Iverson led the Sixers with 
24 points. 

In San Antonio. Tim 
Duncan and the San 
Antonio Spurs bounced 
back from a disappointing 
performance to notch a 99- 
77 victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

Duncan collected 21 
points and 15 rebounds and 
led six players that scored 
in double figures for the 
Spurs, who were coming 
off a home loss to the 
Toronto Raptors. 

At New Jersey, the New 
Jersey Nets managed one 
of their best offensive per- 
formances of the year but 
still suffered a 109-99 loss 
to the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Shawn Kemp scored 26 


points and Brevin Knight 
added 1 7 for the Cavaliers, 
who outscored the Nets 20- 
10 over the final six min- 
utes. 

Stephon Marbury scored 
26 points and Chris Carr 
contributed 19 and nine 
rebounds for the Nets, who 
played without leading 
scorer Keith Van Horn, 
sidelined by a sprained 
right ankle. 

In Denver. Mitch 
Richmond led five players 
in double figures with 29 
points as the Washington 
Wizards cruised to a T 1 2- 
100 victory over the floun- 
dering Denver Nuggets. 

The Nuggets "suffered 
their fourth straight loss 
and 15th in 17 sames 
despite 39 points and 12 
rebounds by Antonio 
McUvess. 
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Cinema Thearne Cinema @ theame Cinema Tbetmte Cinema ^ Thearne Cinema 


CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA T 


Tom Hanks & 
Edward Bums ...in 


SAVING 
PRIVATE RYAN 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9:15 


CINEMA TEL: 463 -4 144 

PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 

HAPPY EID TO ALL 


RONIN 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 
A LITTLE PRINCESS 
Shows; 12:30, 3:30 


CINEMA TEL:569923£ 

PLAZA 

Mil Gibson ... in 
LETHAL WEAPON 
Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Jackie Chan & 

Chris TuckerJn 

RUSH HOUR 

Shows: 1 2:30,3:30,5:00 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 

ALWAD MAHROUS 

BTA'ALWAZIR 
Shows: 11-30, 3:30.6:15, 8 JO. 10:30 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 2:00, 6:00 
TOM & JERRY 
Shows: 12:30. 4:00 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

wum cns.com.jolGalleria 
Jackie Own & Chris TuckerJn 

RUSH HOUR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 

THE MAGIC SWORD 

Shows:5:00 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN ; 
urunv.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Tom Hanks & Meg Ryan. .in 

YOU'VE GOT M@IL 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 

THE MAGIC SWORD 

1 Shows;12:30, 3:30 


Hisham Yanes ffieafre 

TEL: 4625155 


Starting on the Bid... 
the Political satire 

AL SALAM AL 

Stoning at 8:30 p. m 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Italian Antonio Conte jubUates after scoring to 2-1 in the Euro 2000 Group 1 qualifi- 
C a Denmark and Italy in Parken in Copenhagen. Italy won the match 2-1 

l AFP photo) 

Kosovo conflict postpones 
more Euro 2000 games 


PARIS l AFP) — The crisis 
in Kosovo has forced UEFA 
to postpone two more 
European Championships 
gpialifying matches in the 
Balkans, it was announced 
Sunday. 

The Malta v Croatia 
match in Group Eight, 
scheduled to be played in 
Zagreb on Wednesday, has 
been postponed until 
August 1$. 

The Croatian coach. Josif 
Hie, and players from both 
sides had expressed their 
fears about playing at a time 
when Croatia risks being 
pulled into the conflict. 

Two other Group Eight 
matches — Macedonia v 
Ireland and Yugoslavia v 
Croatia — were postponed 
last week. 

;■ ■ 

V) The Ireland match has 
been re-scheduled for 
October 9. while Yugoslavia 
v Croatia is now set for 
August 18. 

In Group Two. Slovenia's 
fixture against Albania in 


Results of European Championship qualifying matches 
played Saturday: 

Group One 


Belarus 

0 , 

Switzerland 

1 

Denmark 

1 

Italy 

2 

• Group Two 

Georgia 

1 

Slovenia 

1 

Greece 

0 

Norway 


•Group Three 
N. Ireland 

0 

Germany 

3 

Turkey 

2 

Moldova 


• Group Four 
Armenia 

0 

Russia 

3 

France 

0 

Ukraine 

0 

Andorra 

0 

Iceland 

O 

Jm 

• Group Five 
England 

3 

Poland 

1 

Sweden 

2 

Luxembourg 

0 

• Group Six 
Spain 

9 

Austria 

0 

• Group Seven 
Hungary 

5 

Liechenstein 

0 

Romania 

0 

Slovakia 

0 


• Group Eight 

No games played because of Kosovo crisis 
Group Nine 


Czech Rep. 


Lithuania 


0 


Ljubljana on Wednesday 
has also been moved to 
August 18. 


UEFA's main concern was 
the difficulty of players fly- 
ing into the Balkans. 


LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 



|15 countries in Arab Paralympics 

AMMAN — Fifteen Arab countries have confirmed 
their participation in the 1st Arab Paralympics which 
will be held Sept. 9-20 following the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games. Representatives of participating countries will 
arrive April 4 to discuss technicalities and meet the 
Games Director HRH Prince Firas Ben Ra'd. A meet- 
ing of the Games’ Higher Organising Committee on 
April 6 will review preparations for the event in which 
Egypt, Syria. Iraq, Lebanon, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
UAE. Qatar, Tunisia, Yemen, Palestine. Bahrain, 
Morocco, Algeria and Jordan will compete. The forma- 
tion of the sub-committees to prepare for the Games is 
expected during the meeting. 

Wihdat leave for Jericho Tuesday 

•AMMAN — A1 Wihdat’s 20-member delegation will 
leave for Jericho on Tuesday to take part in the 6th 
Jericho Winter Soccer Championship. Al. Wihdat will 
play the opening match on Friday against hosts Hilal 
Club of Jericho in Group 2 which also includes 
Jerusalem’s Jabal Makbar team. Group 1 includes 
Jordan’s Al Faisali. Sour Baher and Tulkarem. The 
Jordan Football Association gave the go-ahead for both 
Jordanian teams to take pan with their nationaneam 
plavers as pan of preparations for the Pan- Arab Games 
- AJ Hussein Tournament. The Jericho Championship 
will be held under the patronage of Palestinian 
Presidem Yasser .Arafat. Al Wihdat won the event last 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


vear. 


Jordan wants to buy 
share of Hornets 

CHARLOTTE (AFP) — Michael Jordan is looking to 
make a return to the National Basketball Association - but 

" The sufS euard. who guided the Chicago BuUstosix 
NBA titles before retiring in January, now wants to become 
a pan owner of the Charlotte Hornets team. 

Geome Shinn, the embattled owner of the Hornets, said 
he has discussed with Jordan the possibility of his buying 
shares in the club from his home state. 

Ston has refused to pay market value to keep h.s top 

players, and mi Hornets have suffered « » 

£ an 11-15 record and seventh place in the NBA Central 

^Alonzo Mourning. Lairv Johnson. GJon Wce ^nd ^ade 

Divac are former star Hornets playing 

Dave Cowens. claiming he was underpaid. left the team 

earlier this month. 


Sarajevo 
wants 
to host 
2010 
Winter 
Games 

ZAGREB (AFP) — The 
city of Sarajevo, which was 
heavily bombarded during 
the Bosnian war, wants to 
host the 2010 Winter 
Olympics. 

The president of Bosnia 
Herzegovina’s Olympic 
Committee, Bogie 

Bogicevic. told Sunday's 
edition of the Croat news- 
paper Jutamji List that the 
bid would be .officially 
announced on Tuesday at 
the scheduled opening cer- 
emony for the rebuilt Zetra 
sports hall in Sarajevo. 

The city hosted the 1 984 
Wnter Olympics, but 
many facilities including 
the Zetra hall — used for 
ice skating events at the 
games — were destroyed 
by artillery fire in the 1992- 
95 conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

“It will not be an easy 
task because 70 per cent of 
the sporting facilities in 
Bosnia are partially or 
completely destroyed," 
said Bogicevic. 

The International 
Olympic Committee has 
contributed SllJ million 
towards the $17 million 
cost of rebuilding the Zetra 
hall. 

The opening ceremony 
had been due to take place 
last week but was post- 
poned because of the 
NATO airstrikes over the 
Kosovo crisis. 
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Euro 2000 qualifiers 

England and Germany answer 
the critics; Spain hit nine 


PARIS (AFP; — England 
and Germany answered 
their critics in style with 
convincing wins in their 
Euro 2000 qualifiers 
Saturday but world cham- 
pions France had goalkeep- 
er Fabien Barthez to thank 
for preserving their unbeat- 
en record at their Stade de 
France fortress. 

Italy, meanwhile, kept up 
their 1 00 per cent record in 
group one with a 2-1 win in 
Denmark while Spain took 
apart a humiliated Austrian 
team, winning 9-0 in 
Valencia. 

England convincingly 
beat Poland 3-1 at 
Wembley and Germany 
steamrollered Northern 
Ireland 3-0 in Belfast but 
Barthez, helped by unusu- 
ally bad finishing from 
Ukraine's golden boy 
Andrei Shevchenko, helped 
France limp to a goalless 
draw against the group 
leaders. 

Kevin Keegan had a 
dream baptism as stand-in 
England coach after a Paul 
Scholes hat-trick put the 
skids under the Poles, who 
had arrived as group lead- 
ers after winning their 
opening two games. 

The win lifted England 
above the Poles to second 
in Group Five behind 
Sweden, who earlier were 
unconvincing in beating 
Luxembourg 2-0 in 
Gothenburg, finally pre- 
vailing with goals from 
Celtic strikers Johan 
MjaJlby and Henrik 
Lars son. 

German coach Erich 
Ribbeck was a relieved 
man after his under-pres- 
sure' side, the defending 
European champions, 
crushed Northern Ireland at 
Windsor Paric with two 
goals from Werder Bremen 
striker Marco Bode and a 
third by Dietmar Haraann 
of Newcastle. 

The Germans, who 
opened their campaign 
with defeat in Turkey and 
smarting from a 3-0 humil- 
iation in a recent friendly 
by the United States, start- 
ed slowly but never looked 
back after Bode headed 
them in from after 1 1 min- 
utes. 

Ribbeck's side now have 
six points from their three 
games in group three, two 
more than the Irish who 
have played a game more. 

But Turkey are top in 
Germany’s group three, 
clinching that position with 
a 2-0 Istanbul win over 
Moldavia. 

“Bull of the Bosphorus” 
Hakan Sukur, whose freak 
goal earned the historic win 
over Germany, got the first 



Ltyramiaii midfielder Vitaly Kossovsky jumps oyer French midfielder and captain 
-Didtei-JD^chaiiips at the Stade de France In Saint-Denis, north of Paris, during the 
2000 European championship qualifier match between France and Ukraine. The 
match ended in a draw 0-0 (AFP photo) 


after 35 minutes before 
Yalcin Sergen sealed the 
win in injury time. 

England, having lost in 
Sweden and been uncon- 
vincing in drawing at home 
to Bulgaria and winning in 
Luxembourg, made a 
tremendous start with 
Scholes poking in his first 
after just 1 1 minutes and 
then netting from a David 
Beckham cross 10 minutes 
later, albeit with the help of 
a hand, to put England in 
control. 

The red-headed 

Manchester United star was 
then at fault in allowing 
Jerzy Brzeczek to pull one 
back for the Poles before 
sealing an important victo- 
ry 20 minutes from time 
with a powerful header. 

It was Scholes’s first top- 
level hat-trick and he was 
delighted as he clutched the 
match ball afterwards. 

‘It means everything to 


me," the 24-year-old said. 
“It’s my first senior hat- 
trick." 

France were relieved to 
escape with a point at home 
to Ukraine, who missed out 
on the chance to claim a 
historic victory at the stadi- 
um that the French have 
already accorded mythical 
status. 

The 80,000 arena has 
only been open a year but, 
with the possible exception 
of their heart-stopping 
World Cup quarter-final 
penalty shoot-out win over 
Italy. France have never 
come so close to capitulat- 
ing at their new home. 
Certainly Shevchenko will 
rue his 79th-minute miss. 

The Dynamo Kiev strik- 
er. rated by many as the 
most talented young striker 
in Europe, had sprung the 
offside trap of the normally 
impenetrable French 
defence but fired his shot 


straight at Barthez with not 
a defender in sight. 

It was the best chance of a 
match where France, with- 
out their injured playraaker 
Zinedine Zidane, failed to 
break down a determined 
Ukraine, rated as one of the 
most improved sides in 
Europe and the group four 
leaders. 

Zidane, watching in the 
stands, was sorely missed 
by the world champions, 
who never managed to pro- 
duce their usual fluid pass- 
ing. 

Barthez and Shevchenko 
will be team-mates at AC 
Milan next year, according 
to press reports, and 
Chernobyl survivor 

Shevchenko will be hoping 
this match does not come 
up in conversation. 

France coach Roger 
Lemerre admitted: “This 
point is a good point. 
Ukraine has Shevchenko 


but we have Barthez.” 

Russia earlier had 
chalked up their first points 
with a 3-0 win over 
Armenia while Iceland 
moved level on points with 
second-placed France, win- 
ning 2-0 in Andorra. 

Italy tightened their grip 
on group one with Filippo 
Inzaghi purring them ahead 
after only 36 seconds. 

Denmark’s pressure paid 
off after 57 minutes when 
Ebbe Sand levelled but 
Juventus star Antonio 
Conte hit the winner 12 
minutes later for Dino 
Zoffs men. 

Switzerland won 1-0 in 
Belarus in the other group 
one match. 

In group six Spain contin- 
ued their resurgence with 
an astonishing 9-0 wallop- 
ing of Austria. Real Madrid 
striker Raul scored four 
goals for the Spaniards, 
who have put their shock 
defeat by Cyprus behind 
them. 

The team the Germans 
beat in the 1996 final, the 
Czech Republic, took com- 
mand in Group Nine after 
goals in either half from 
Michal Homak and 
Liverpool midfielder Patrik 
Berger gave them their 
fourth win in as many 
games — 2-0 at home to 
Lithuania. 

With second-placed 
Scotland's home tie against 
Bosnia having been called 
off because of the situation 
in Kosovo, the Czechs 
grabbed the chance to go a 
commanding five points 
clear in their group. 

The Lithuanians had 
arrived unbeaten and hop- 
ing to dose the gap on the 
Scots to a single point, but 
Hornak’s header and 
Berger’s second-half penal- 
ty wrapped up the match. 

The Czechs, who have 
already wrapped up away 
wins in the Faroe Islands 
and Bosnia and crushed 
Estonia, now travel to 
Scotland for a crunch tie on 
Wednesday evening. 

On Friday, Portugal took 
pole position in Group 
Seven with a 7-0 thrashing 
of hapless Azerbaijan with 
Joao Pinto and Pauleta both 
bagging a brace. Hungary 
thrashed Liechtenstein 5-0. 

Portugal have nine points 
from four games — one 
more than Romania, who 
shared a goalless draw’ w r ith 
Slovakia in Bucharest 

In group two Manchester 
United’s Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer just failed to 
emulate team-mate 

Scholes, having to settle for 
a brace in Norway’s 2-0 
win against Greece in 
Athens. 


Tergat wins 5th straight IAAF title 


BELFAST (AFP) — Paul 
Tergat of Kenya won his 
fifth successive LAAF 
World Cross Country title 
here on Sunday. 

Tergat won the 12km 
race in arduous, muddy 
conditions in 38min 
28sec, finishing four sec- 


onds ahead of his 20- 
year-old colleague 

Patrick Ivuti. 

Third place went to 
two-time European cross 
country gold medallist 
Paulo Guerra of Portugal, 
who clocked 38:46. 

Tergat equalled the 


record of five victories in 
the event by his compatri- 
ot John Ngugi. 

Kenyan Commonwealth 
Games 1,500m champion 
Jackline Maranga earlier 
glided to victory in the 
women's short race. 

Maranga, who won with 


a time of 15min 09sec 
fought off the challenges 
of second-placed Yanina 
Belkacem of France, and 
Annemari Sandell of 
Finland who was third. 

Less than 24 hours after 
finishing third in the 
senior men’s short course 


race, Haylu Mekonnen 
triumphed in the junior 
event. 

The Ethiopian won a 
sprint finish to take the 
gold medal over an 
extremely muddy 8km 
course in 25min 38sec. 
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PRETTY DEFENSE 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

*42 

o Q 1085 
•> 84 

* AQJ82 

WEST EAST 

«Q93 * J 10875 

SK7 043 

0 J 63 OAKQ975 

*1097 54 *Vott 

SOUTH 
♦ AK6 
0 A J 962 
0 102 
i K 6 3 


TTjeblddin, 

SOOTH 


fer 


NORTH EAST 


n? 

Pass 

1NT 

20 

DU 

Pass 

30 

Pass 

3* 

Fas 

Pass 

fast 

4-5 

Plan 


Opening lead: Three of 0 

fiance won the Own Tfenms event 
in the Marlboro China Cup and 
Chinn the Lwtirat Tfcanu. HUs deal a 


from the match between North 
America and China in the Open divi- 
sion. 

For North America, PWcr Nam, 
North, and Eric Koklih, Smith, 
reached four hearts on the auction 
shown. All wc know about the bid- 
ding is that North's one no trump was 
forcing and South's double showed a 
befler-ihan-minimum opening bid. 
Thus the norma] contract of four 
hearts was reached in n rather convo- 
luted manner. 

Wan led the three of diamond* 

S inst Four heart, and declarer was 
ghied with the contract. It seemed 
that the contract uw impregnable; 
indeed, if (he heart finesse succeeded, 
an ovennek was likely. Thai soon 
changed. 

For China. Shi Hojuan won the 
trick with the queen ot diamonds and 
returned a low diamond. When the 
jack won East, Dai Jianming, had no 
problem finding (he winning defense. 
He shifted to a dub. East rulTed and. 
since the trump finesse was destine to' 
lose, the contract foiled by a trick. 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

FAX- 

5696183 

TEL: 

5699634 , 

5684311 


PASSPORT LOST 


I, SATNAM SINGH, holder of Indian passport No. 
U 977615, hereby announce the loss of my passport. 

If find, please inform the Indian Embassy, 
Tel.: 4622098 



j.LTt-l foUiq jdLc. 




WestEnd 

Restaurant 

• Enjoy our food with the best grill in town. 

• Excellent food Excellent prices. 

• Famous Fan's playing cosmopolitan music 
and songs. 

• Open Daily 1 2 Noon - Midnight. 

• Located in the Heart of Shmelsani, (above) 
Chili House. 

For Reservation Tel. 5693053 
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Ethiopia says 
Eritrea lost 45,000 
in border battles 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Ethiopia said on Sunday 
that it had killed, wounded 
or captured more than 
45,000 Eritrean troops and 
destroyed 77 tanks in border 
battles since Feb. 23. 

Ethiopia's assessment of 
Eritrean losses in the latest 
fighting between the two 
Horn of Africa countries 
gave no figures for its own 
losses. 

Eritrea says its forces 
killed thousands of 
Ethiopians in the Badme 
region earlier this month. It 
roo has given no figures for 
its own losses. 

‘■Eritrean President Isayas 
Afweroki reassembled his 
fragmented and defeated 
army, and moved troops 
from other fronts in a des- 
perate bid to try and regain 
Badme," Ethiopian govern- 
ment spokeswoman Selome 
Taddesse said in a state- 
ment. 

“More than 45.000 enemy 
troops have been killed, 
wounded or captured, 77 
tanks have been destroyed 
and 19 others captured, with 
hundreds of mortars, anti- 
aircraft and anti-tank 


weapons. 

‘Two MiG-29 planes were 
downed, food and ammuni- 
tion supply depots seized in 
a series of battles fought 
against the Eritrean army 
between Feb. 23 and March 
26,” Selome said. 

Eritrea had been driven 
out of Badme in a three-day 
battle, named Operation 
Sunset, between Feb. 23 and 
26. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the 
Ethiopian claims. 

The conflict between the 
two Horn of Africa neigh- 
bours broke out last May 
and erupted again in 
February after an uneasy 
eight-month lull. 

Ethiopia last year accept- 
ed a proposal from the 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) which calls on 
Eritrea to withdraw its 
troops from occupied 
Ethiopian territory along the 
border. 

Eritrea says it accepts the 
OAU plan and has called for 
an immediate ceasefire, but 
Ethiopia says Eritrea must 
first withdraw its forces 
from all occupied territory. 



CELEBRATING ’EID: Jordanians have fun at an amusement park in Amman on Saturday, the first day of ? Eid AI Adha, or feast of sacrifice. 
The four-day ’Eid marks the end of the annual pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia, one of the five pillars of Islam (AFP photo) 


Hacker pleads 
guilty to fraud 

LOS ANGELES IAFP>— A 
celebrated hacker has pteatfed 
£ui!r\ jo charges of comptser 
fraud under the terms of a 'deal 
reached with federal proseefe 
tors, official* said Under the 
agreement Kevin Mrtnkk, 35, 
could be free in one year. 11$, 
prosecutors said Friday. At 
one time the FBrs most wa«. 
ed computer hacker. Mflsjcfc 
is charged with penetrating 
systems of Motorola. Sob 
Microsystems. Fujitsu, NEC 
and Finnish mobile phone 
company Nokia. He was 
arrested by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in Ifebruav 
1995 after three yeas of 
investigation. He was able b 
obtain* — or tried to obtain— 
softw are worth several miffion 
dollars, authorities said. His 
trial was to have begun oq 
A pril 20. Under the deal to be 
formally approved on June 14, 
Nfitnick has agreed to pay his 
victims any profits he receives 
from books or films about Ns 
exploits. He is also forbidden 
to touch a computer for the 
next three years. 

Weather Channel # 
not liable for bad 




Netanyahu slams Israeli press over campaign 
coverage, accuses reporters of siding with Barak 


Christians mark 
beginning of holy 


TEL AVIV (AH’) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu issued a vitriolic 
attack against the Israeli 
press, accusing reporters in 
remarks broadcast Sunday 
of siding with opposition 
leader Ehud Barak in the 
campaign for May elec- 
tions. 

There is an army of jour- 
nalists who have enlisted for 
Barak,” Netanyahu thun- 
dered during a meeting of 
leaders from his rightist 
Likud Party late Saturday. 

“I read the newspapers 
this weekend — not all of 
them because there is a limit 


to how much a person can 
tolerate — there are thou- 
sands of words there, dis- 
paraging, defamatory and 
abusive," he said. The 
remarks were broadcast by 
Israeli radio. 

“The media has to be 
attacked more, don’t beleive 
a single word you read 
there, unless it's favourable 
to us." Netanyahu counseled 
his troops. 

Netanyahu has always 
railed against the Israeli 
press, accusing it of a leftist 
and elitist bias against him. 

But his anger boiled over 
at the weekend following an 


investigative report in the 
country's biggest circula- 
tion daily. " the Yediot 
Aharonot. on the financing 
of his election campaign by 
a right-wing Australian bil- 
lionaire. Yosef Gumik. 

On Sunday the Yediot 
reported that Attorney 
General Eliyakim 

Rubinstein was considering 
ordering a police investiga- 
tion into the financial ties 
between Netanyahu's 
entourage and Gumik. an' 
ultra-Orthodox Jew who 
supports ultra-nationalist 
causes in Israel. 

Last week the press 


revealed that Gutnik, at the 
request of Netanyahu's wife 
Sarah, had recently pur- 
chased a bankrupt business 
owned by the former 
kindergarten teacher of the 
Netanyahus’ children. 

In Saturday’s speech. 
Netanyahu called the Yediot 
Aharonot “the official organ 
of Ehud Barak.” 

Netanyahu's outburst 
appeared to reflect growing 
unease over the lacklustre 
start of the Likud's election 
campaign. 

The prime minister him- 
self is trailing behind Barak 
in opinion surveys while 


internal Likud polls report- 
edly show that the public 
has not taken to the party's 
campaign themes. 

Netanyahu’s attack on the 
media was made at the start 
of a meeting betw een Likud 
candidates ~and the prime 
minister's American public 
relations guru. Arthur 
Fmkelstein, who was 
reportedly called to 
Jerusalem to breathe new 
life into the campaign. 

Likud officials have 
scheduled a press confer- 
ence for Sunday to unveil a 
new series of campaign slo- 
gans. 


Palestinians indifferent 
to Israeli election 


By Wafa Amr 
Reuters 

RAMALLAH — While 
other Palestinians at his 
upside down cafe nodded 
in agreement, Hanna Al 
Basir said that no matter 
who won the Israeli elec- 
tion on May 17. he 
believed Palestinians 
would surely lose. 

“We don’t care which of 
the candidates wins and we 
don’t care which party 
rules Israel. They are two 
faces of the same coin. 
None of them is good for 
the Palestinians.” said 40- 
year-old Basir between 
sips of coffee and puffs on 
a water pipe. 

His customers, all in their 
20s. voiced similar indif- 
ference to the hotly con- 
tested race between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his chal- 
lengers. 

While Palestinian politi- 
cal and intellectual circles 
view the left-leaning 
Labour Party as better for 
peacemaking than 

Netanyahu's rightist Likud, 
average Palestinians cite 
bad memories of Israeli 
governments left and right 

Opinion polls show a 
majority don't care about 
political changes in the 
Jewish state next door. 
They don’t vote — and no 
matter who wins, they 
believe the outcome will be 
bad for them. 

When PLO Chief Yasser 
Arafat and then-Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin shook hands at the 
White House in 1993. end- 
ing decades of bloodshed 
and hostility, Palestinians 
had hoped occupation 
would end within five 
years in independence and 
economic prosperity. 

But peace moves were 


interrupted by Israeli reluc- 
tance to cede West Bank 
land and Muslim militant 
suicide attacks against 
Israel. Netanyahu halted a 
promised transfer of more 
land in December, accus- 
ing Palestinians of violat- 
ing peace deals. 

No benefits from left 
or right 

Netanyahu's two main 
challengers are former 
Army Chief Ehud Barak, 
leader of the left-centre 
Labour Party, and former 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, head of the 
new Centre Party. 

“Palestinians are indiffer- 
ent because their overall 
conditions have not 

improved under either gov- 
ernment and they have not 
reaped peace benefits 

under both governments,” 
said political analyst 

Ghassan Al Khatib. 

Netanyahu ousted 
Labour leader Shimon 

Peres as prime minister in 
1996. Peres had succeeded 
Labour's Rabin, who was 
slain in November 1995 by 
a right-wing Jew opposed 
to ceding Iand-for-peace 
with the Arabs. 

Though Israel banded 
back parts of occupied land 
to the Palestinian National 
Authority it maintained 
control of the majority of 
the West Bank. Jewish set- 
tler enclaves dot die West 
Bank and in places sur- 
round Palestinian towns 
and villages. 

Palestinian officials said 
Israel was swallowing up 
large chunks of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip — 
territories captured by 
Israel in the 1967 Middle 
East war — for a network 
of bypass roads linking the 
settler enclaves. 


“The only difference we 
experienced after peace 
was that we did not see 
Israeli soldiers on our 
streets in our cities any 
more, but they still erected 
checkpoints outside them 
and we still felt the ugly 
face of occupation." said 
45-year-old Mohammad 
Mansour, who works in a 
children's shop. 

Some 170,000 Jews live 
in settlements scattered 
among the nearly three 
million Palestinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Palestinians largely 
indifferent 

Basir said he planned to 
move from his village, 
Taibeh, still under Israeli 
control, to Palestinian- 
ruled Ramallah to avoid 
daily harassment by Israeli 
soldiers at checkpoints on 
the roads. 

‘The harassment did not 
stop under Likud or 
Labour. The three Jewish 
settlements surrounding 
Taibeh expanded under 
both governments and our 
economic conditions dete- 
riorated under Likud and 
Labour,” the cafe owner 
said. 

A February survey of 
1,201 West Bank and Gaza 
Palestinians, conducted by 
the Jerusalem Media 
Centre And 

Communications (JMCC), 
found a majority of 
Palestinians indifferent to 
who won the election. 

It found that 30.2 per 
cent favoured Labour 
headed by Barak. 9.5 per 
cent the Centre Party 
headed by Mordechai and 
7.8 per cent Likud led by 
Netanyahu. But 52.5 per 
cent said it did not concern 
them, they didn’t know or 
had no answer. 


PKK claims 
responsibility 
for bombing 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — The 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
on Sunday claimed responsi- 
bility for a suicide attack in a 
busy Istanbul square, thwarting 
PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan's 
efforts to present himself as a 
peacemaker in die run-up to his 
trial. 

The pro-Kurdish news 
agency DEM quoted the 
Kurdistan People’s Liberation 
Army (ARGK), the PKK's 
armed wing, as saying that the 
suicide bomber was a member 
of an ARGK women’s unit. 

It was die first time the PKK 
had taken responsibility for a 
bombing after a deadly series 
of amides in Istanbul since 
Ocalan’s arrest last month. 

Ten people were wounded 
and the attacker killed at 
Taksim Square in the heart of 
Istanbul on Saturday, when the 
bomber triggered several hand 
grenades stashed in her back- 
pack. 

Fourteen people were killed 
in eariier bombings in Istanbul 
over the past few weeks. The 
PKK denied responsibility for 
those attacks. 

The PKK bombing at 
Taksim Square came shortly 
after Ocalan issued a “peace 
message" to Turkey from the 
prison island of Imrali. where 
he is awaiting trial on treason 
charges. 

In the message delivered by 
his lawyers, Ocalan said he 
hoped for “a solution of unity, 
peace and brotherhood 
between Kurds and Turks on 
the basis of a democratic 
republic.” 

It was Ocalan’s second con- 
ciliatory message to the 
Turiadi public in 10 days, in 
what was seen as a preview of 
his defence strategy for foe trial 
on charges of terrorism and 
treason. 


In both messages, Ocalan 
reminded the public that he had 
offered Turkey ceasefires on 
three occasions before his cap- 
ture and imprisonment in 
February. 

Ocalan also said he disap- 
proved of the recent bombings. 

The Taksim bombing was 
seen as a possible setback to 
such efforts, and implied a pos- 
sible split between the armed 
and political wings of foe PKK 

The PKK central committee 
and the ARGK command 
issued several harsh warnings 
to Turkey after Cfcalan’s arrest, 
and threatened to turn the 
whole country into a “war 
zone.” 

But the rebels carefully dis- 
tanced themselves from the 
string of bombings that hit 
Istanbul after these warnings. 

“This is not the PKK’s style. 
The PKK would not do such a 
thing," ARGK commander 
Osman Ocalan, brother of the 
PKK leader, said after a partic- 
ularly bloody attack on an 
Istanbul department store earli- 
er this month. 

Sources dose to the PKK 
have suggested foal individuals 
and groups within the organi- 
sation may acted on their own 
in foe bombings. 

But deep divisions within the 
PKK leadership over the tacti- 
cal value of terrorism had 
already become apparent 
before Ocalan’s arrest 

In a speech on foe Kurdish 
satellite station Med-TV in 
November, Ocalan attacked 
the ARGK commanders as 
“not much better than common 
murderers." 

And Ocalan himself, while 
still at liberty, frequently see- 
sawed between threats of vio- 
lence and pleas for peace in his 
weekly addresses on Med-TV. 


week in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — At one point dur- 
ing the Palm Sunday Mass 
in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. worshippers 
turned and wished each 
other “peace" in at least 
seven different languages. 

About 100 Christians, 
many holding palm fronds, 
stood on either side of the 
raised stone platform under 
the basilica, as the Latin' 
Patriarch of Jerusalem 
Michel Sabah conducted 
the mass with the assis- 
tance of red-robed priests. 

The worshippers came 
from all over the world — 
the Holy Land, North 
America. Europe and the 
Far East — and stood 
shoulder to shoulder in 
front of the tall, ornate 
wooden structure that rep- 
resents the tomb of Jesus. 

Their palm fronds repre- 
sented the triumphal entry 


of Jesus into Jerusalem, 
commemorating the palm 
branches laid in his path by 
his followers. 

There are no pews in ihe 
middle of the fourth-centu- 
ry church built on the tradi- 
tional site of calvary, 
where Jesus took his last 
few steps before crucifix- 
ion. 

On Palm Sunday 1999. 
there was plenty of room in 
the church. 

Next year, the millenni- 
um. might be a different 
story, worried Franciscan 
Fr. Paul Silvestre, who has 
been here for six years. 

It would take only about 
five hundred people to fill 
the area around the basili- 
ca. Next year, “we are 
afraid that it will be so 
packed that it will be hard 
to move, but we hope that 
everyone will fit in," he 
told the Associated Press. 


NATO broadens attacks 


(Continued from page 1) 

In a separate twist, a gun bat- 
tle broke out in front of the 
U.S. embassy in Moscow, 
where anti-NATO demon- 
strators have been staging 
daily protests to show solidar- 
ity with the Serbs (.see story 
on page 4). 

NATO scud 66 aircraft, in 
two waves, attacked 17 
Yugoslav targets on Saturday 
night, foe fourth night of 
bombing. Despite the first 
ever loss of a U.S. Stealth 
plane in combat. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton said the 
raids would continue. 

The British and German 
defence ministers accused 
Yugoslav forces of commit- 
ting genocide in Kosovo. 

“The information that we 
are receiving indicates that 
these troops are starting to 
commit genocide and" we 
must prevent that” 
Germany's Rudolf Scharping 
said. 

His British counterpart, 
George Robertson, confirmed 
the next phase of bombing 
would focus on those units 
responsible for bloody 
reprisals against Kosovo 
Albanians in recent days. 

“We are now concentrating 
our attention on foe specific 
groups of people who are ter- 
rorising, who are obliterating 
villages, torturing and maim- 
ing.” he said. 

Britain would more than 
double its contribution of 
warplanes to the NATO mis- 
sion — from eight to 20. plus 
a refuelling tanker. It would 
also allow more U.S. B-52 
bombers, armed with cruise 


missiles, to operate from 
British soil. 

NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana said the alliance 
was not planning to send 
ground troops into Kosovo at 
present, but did not rule out 
that option — fraught with 
grave political risks for 
NATO governments — in 
future. 

Several blasts rocked 
Belgrade on foe fifth day of 
foe NATO strikes and air-raid 
sirens wailed from eariv 
morning. The official news 
agency Tanjug said missiles 
landed near two airports in 
foe suburbs. 


under the sloga 

us alive and uni 
air raid alert 
around 1450 G 
U.S. Balkan 
Holbrooke said 
change" in i 
position that \ 
bombings. 

He was 
Budapest after 
leading Russiai 
cians who argu 
the raids and 
could trigger a 
Yugoslav 
Milosevic, 
NATO’s “mi; 
th»m,” has rer 
his refusal 
peace deal foa 
autonomy to K 
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from the pi 
NATO raids 


MIAMI <R» — A U.S. judge 
has ruled that weather fore- 
casts are predictions and 
broadcasters should not be 
blamed if they are wrong, dis- 
missing a S10 million lawsuit 
filed by relatives of a Florida 
fisherman who died in a storm. 
The lawsuit said the Weather 
Channel, an Atlanta-based 
cable channel, contributed to 
the death of Charles Cobb, 58. 
by failing to update a forecast 
of good weather when k 
learned a storm front was otu 
foe way. But U.S. Disuic# 
Judge James Paine ruled on 
March IS rhat Cobb's family 
sought a novel and unprece- 
dented expansion of scope 
of ton law ” and called a weath- 
er forecast a "pnxiiction of 
indeterminate reliability.'' If foe 
court held forecasters accores- 
able. "the duty' could extend to 
farmers who plant their crops 
based on a forecast of no ram. 
construction workers who 
pour concrete or lay founda- 
tion based on foe forecast of 
dry weather, or families who 
got to foe beach for the week- 
end." fttine wrote in his ruling. 

Parachute 
daredevil arrested^ 

NEW YORK (R) — The elu- 
sive daredevil accused of para- 
chuting off New York City’s 
tallest buildings finally landed 
Friday — in police custody. 
Thor Alex KappfjeiL d 
Norway, was arrested at a mid- 
town Manhattan hotel, along 
with his cousin and a photog- 
rapher whom police say 
helped the 32-year-oki 
KappfjeU with his suras. 
Kapptjell parachuted off one 
of the World Trade Center twin 
towers Thursday, police said 
Last year, he jumped off foe 
86ch-floor observation deck d* 
the Empire State Building oP 
Oct- 24 and the 61st floor cf 
foe Chrysler Building daw 
day s later. Police arrested bam 
on a tip. said police spokes- 
woman Carmen Melendez. 

Publisher drops 
Monica book over;; 
Kosovo t 

MOSCOW \R) — Tte 
Russian publisher of MonicJr 
Lewinsky's biography sSfc 
Friday it had dropped the p%: 
ject because of anti-America^ 
ffo} unleashed by N A 
strikes on Yugoslavia. ” 
fofoon in the Balkans n 
impossible." said 
Sklyaretskaya of pul 
Vagrius. She quoted th 
Pony's spokeswoman. " 
Makarova, as saving 
relationship of people, 
her and to the leadershi] 
country, has changed. V 
foink people will p 
“**1* her." Vagrius h 
last month it would br 
former White House h 
R ussia in foe summer 
launch of its translation 
authorised bio 

"Monicas Story." 

Russians have" sha 
"merriment's outrage 
strikes on Yugoslavia 


